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We'll Drop All Charges. 
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$100 and more. At First National Bank of Omaha, you can earn “First Rate”* interest, 
plus write as many checks as you want. There’s no monthly service charge or check- 
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David City. 397 Fourth St 
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*First National Bank of Omaha's “First Rate” is 4.500%. Compounded daily to yield 4.602%. Fees for services such as check printing, stop payments, returned checks, insufficient funds and 
wire transfers are not included. 
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A singular design achievement. (The first watch 
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Museum of Modern Art) 

Its purity enhanced by the texture of a polished 
link bracelet. 

The emphasis on Swiss craftsmanship: water-resis- 
tant with an electronic quartz movement. 

The Movado Museum Watch. A contemporary 
classic. $590 suggested retail. 
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The Movado Museum dial is a registered trademark of Movado Watch Corporation. 
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Your Winning Team of Professionals. 


These associates are Security Mutual’s 
top award winners across the state of 
Nebraska. We demand a lot from our 
associates, and this kind of status is 
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Security Mutual strong for nearly a 
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AFTER YOUVE 
GOT THE BEST... 


Gorillas in World Championship Running on Empty Perfect Witness Tucker: The Man ; 
the Mist Boxing and His Dream™* 


Clara’s Heart 


Billy Crystal: Midnight 
Train to Moscow 


License to Drive 


Sweet Heart's Dance 1st & Ten: 
Do It Again 


GET THE MOST. 


Dead Ringers Jagged Edge The Last Temptation ; Mogambo Au Revoir 
of Christ Les Enfants 


© 1989 Home Box Office, Inc. All rights reserved. ®HBO and ®Cinemax are registered service marks of Home Box Office, Inc. 


* TM © 1988 by Lucasfilm Ltd. (LFL). All Rights Reserved. Used Under Authorization. 
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know that when you add Cinemax, you get the most movies on pay TV? Over 130 features each month. 
From Hollywood hits, to foreign and new wave films, to the timeless classics. So get HBO and Cinemax. 
And you'll not only have the best entertainment. You'll also have the most. 
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CableVision 


MORE THAN JUST TELEVISION 


To Subscribe: 
Call (402) 421-0300 or stop by 5400 S. 16th St., Lincoln, NE 
M-F 8:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 


TAPE DISPENSER 
Dear Huskers: 

I am looking for a videotape of the 
1989 Nebraska-Utah telecast. My ad- 
dress is: 

Steve Boschult 
1420 S. 126th 
Omaha, Neb. 68144 


Dear Huskers: 
I enjoy your magazine very much and 


LETTERS 


look forward to it every week after a Big 
Red football game, and I would appreci- 
ate it very much if you could print this 
letter. 

The Nebraska-Minnesota football 
game was on television somewhere in 
this country. I watched the second half 
of this game at a local sports bar. But 
nobody that I know of knows where the 
broadcast signal was beamed since it 
was not seen in Nebraska or Minneapo- 


Custom Calling and 
Touch Calling From LI&T 


Custom Calling 


Speed Calling—Dial frequently called numbers at a touch of 
one or two buttons, It's faster than dialing all the numbers 
and reduces errors too. Available with 8-number or 
30-number capacity. 


Call Waiting—You can answer a second call when you are 
already on the phone. Call Waiting eliminates the worry of 
missing an important call. 


3-Way Calling—You can talk to two other people at the 
same time. 


Call Forwarding—You can answer calls to your phone at 
another local or long distance location. Be sure to get your 
calls no matter where you are. 


Touch Calling 


Dial your phone faster with fewer errors. It's easier too. 


Lincoln Telephone 
Your communicationconnection. 


* Custom Calling is not currently available to all LT&T customers. Call your local 
business office for more information. 


lis. am sure that there is some fan out 
there that had a VCR on, and I would 
appreciate it very much if he would 
write me because I would like to get a 
copy of that game. I will trade tapes or 
pay for a copy of the Nebraska- 
Minnesota game. Please write. 

Jim Hoover 

6834 S. 42nd Way 

Phoenix, Ariz. 


PATCH WORK 
Dear Huskers: 

As an avid Husker fan living in Flori- 
da, I depend mostly on your fine publi- 
cation for most of my information on the 
Big Red. I want to congratulate you for 
this chance to follow the greatest tradi- 
tion in college football. I do have one 
question concerning the 100-year com- 
memorative patch the Huskers are wear- 
ing on their shoulders this year. Is there 
any way I can get one of those patches? 
And if so, how? Keep up the great Big 
Red coverage. 

Erik Opager 
Milton, Fla. 


Erik: Although patches are not availa- 
ble that we know of, you can get a com- 
memorative button that can be pinned 
to clothing. It is of the same design as 
the patches worn by the players. The 
University Book Store sells them for 
$3.50 plus $2 shipping and handling for 
mail orders. They take Visa and Master- 
card as well as money orders. You can 
mail your order to: University Book 
Store, 402 N. 14th, Lincoln, NE 
68588-0460, Att: Insignia Department. 
Nebraska residents must add 5.5 percent 
sales tax. 


FLORIDA CONNECTION 
Dear Huskers: 

Being a Cornhusker fan in Florida can 
be a little frustrating at times because 
it is hard to find fellow Cornhuskers to 
talk football with. Everybody down here 
is talking about the Florida Gators, 
Florida State Seminoles or the Miami 
Hurricanes. Is there some kind of 
Nebraska club in Florida? Also, I was 
wondering where I could get a video- 
tape of the 1986 NU-Florida State game 
and the 1985 Orange Bowl game against 
Miami. 

Eric Grice 
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Rt. 5, Box 5744 
Quincy, Fla., 32351 


Eric: You should get together with Erik 
from Milton. Other than that, we don’t 
have a Nebraska club in our records at 
this time. We’ve included your mailing 
address so that other subscribers can 
contact you if they have the tapes you’re 
interested in. 


FULL FRAME 
Dear Huskers: 

Just to let you know that I loved your 
full-page color picture of Gerry 
Gdowski in the Sept. 16 issue of Huskers 
Illustrated. It was a great picture for put- 
ting in a frame and hanging on the wall. 
I hope to see many more in the future. 
Go Big Red! 

Howard Elliott 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 


COVERING ALL BASES 
Dear Huskers: 

Thanks for Huskers Illustrated. I have 
nothing but praise for your excellent 
magazine — most up to date and illus- 
trative. 

In your Sept. 23 edition, however, I 
noticed on page 30 a paragraph that 
states Minnesota trails the Cornhuskers 
29-18-2. Is that true? Isn’t it the other 
way around. Minnesota used to have 
very good teams in the ’20s and ’30s and 
they used to dominate the Cornhuskers 
in those years. If I am wrong, I am 
sorry. 

Secondly, the cover photographs in 
Huskers Illustrated are excellent in 
sharpness and color, but to be more 
representative for each week I would 
like to see not only the Husker player 
but also the opponent’s face or uniform. 
That way it would serve more of a 
historic collection, and by glancing it 
would tell in that particular weekend 
Nebraska played Northen Illinois, Utah, 
Minnesota or whatever. It’s just a sug- 
gestion. Keep up the good work. 
Ilmars Bergmanis 
Des Plaines, Ill. 


Ilmars: You bring up two excellent and 
interesting points. First, you are in fact 
right about the series record. As strange 
as it may seem, Minnesota has domi- 
nated Nebraska, leading the series in 
1960 by 29-6-2. Since then, the Huskers 


have won 13 straight. Minnesota is truly 
one of college football’s greatest mys- 
teries, having dominated not just 
Nebraska but everybody for decades, 
winning four national championships. In 
contrast, Nebraska’s rise to power un- 
der Bob Devaney also marked the 
decline of Golden Gopher fortunes. 


About the cover photos, we’ll keep that 
in mind and definitely make a point to 
put at least the score on the cover. 


We want to hear your comments and 
anwer your questions. Address them to 
“‘Letters,’’ PO. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 
6850/. @ 
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the first place volume dealership in Nebraska. 
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Where Less Is More 


EIGHT-MAN FOOTBALL IS SUPPLYING NEBRASKA 
WITH MORE AND MORE PLAYERS. 


pete in the same game as Il-man 
football players do. 

Only they play on a field that is nar- 
rower than an Il-man field and just 80 
yards long. 

They compete in front of crowds com- 
prised of entire communities and they 
know each hometown spectator by 
name. 

And obviously, they play against three 
fewer opponents. 

But eight-man football athletes can 
play, and the very best can play at the 
major college level despite the adjust- 
ments they must go through. 

Even at Nebraska, which definitely 
ranks in the major college league based 
on its 19-year string of finishing in the 
Top 10 in at least one wire-service, 
eight-man players can contribute. 

Ken Kaelin, Mark Daum, and Dean 
Steinkuhler played eight-man high 
school football and they accomplished 
much while at Nebraska during the 
1980s. 

After earning all-state honors three 
times at Ansley High School, Kaelin 
started as NU’s fullback in 1986 and let- 
tered in 1984 and 1985. 

He finished with 537 career rushing 
yards, on a 5.9 yards-per-carry average, 
and scored four touchdowns. Kaelin 
owns the second-longest, non-scoring 
run in Nebraska history with his 72-yard 
ramble versus Iowa State in 1985. 

Daum earned three Cornhusker let- 
ters in 1982, 1983 and 1984 as a strong- 
side linebacker. A two-year starter, 
Daum recorded two 15-tackle games as 
a junior. He played eight-man football 
at Dix High School. 

Perhaps the most famous eight-man 
performer ever, Steinkuhler graduated 
from Sterling High School. 

Now a starter with the NFL Houston 
Oilers, Steinkuhler has been called pos- 
sibly the best offensive lineman to play 


A thletes in eight-man football com- 
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By Rod Henkel 


at Nebraska. 

He was chosen in the first round of 
the 1984 NFL draft after having won 
both the Lombardi and Outland 
Trophies. His home town of Burr, Neb. 
(pop. 110), has the distinction of being 
the smallest town to ever produce a con- 
sensus All-American. 

Other Nebraska young men entertain 
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Kaelin went from 8-man football 
to the NU record book. 


thoughts of following in the footsteps of 
such Huskers as Kaelin, Daum, and 
Steinkuhler. 

Every year, a few players from the 
state’s eight-man ranks attempt to make 
the grade at Nebraska. 

Seven members of the current NU 
freshmen squad, a few more than a typi- 
cal year, played eight-man football. 

Nebraska high school products Jerry 
Charles of Mead, Silas Cleveland of 
Winnebago, Bart Eckhout of Amherst, 
Wausa’s Lance Lundberg, Ken Mehlin 
and Jamie Weyers of Humboldt, and 
Eric Schepers of Fairmont are striving 
to become big Huskers. 

The 1989 Cornhusker varsity roster 
includes a trio of eight-man’s best — 
sophomore center Bill Ziegelbein of 
Polk, Neb., senior inside linebacker 
Randall Jobman of Lisco, Neb., and 
junior center David Edeal of Loomis, 
Neb. 

Ziegelbein has yet to letter at Nebras- 
ka, but Edeal saw. action in seven 
regular-season games in 1988. 

Listed second on the depth chart be- 
hind All-America center Jake Young, 
Edeal weighs 285 pounds. He earned 
four letters at Loomis High School 
while the Wolves qualified for four con- 
secutive eight-man state playoffs. 

Jobman serves as one of four team 
captains for the 1989 Huskers. 

He started in the opener against 
Northern Illinois after lettering as the 
alternate strong-side linebacker behind 
two-time All-Big Eight choice LeRoy 
Etienne the last two seasons. 

Jobman was named to the 1988 Lee 
Jeans Academic All-Big Eight team with 
a 3.34 grade-point average in 
agriculture. 

A two-time all-state and honorable- 
mention prep All-American at Garden 
County High School, Jobman signed a 
national] letter of intent with Nebraska 
in February of 1984, but did not enroll 


at NU until the following January be- 
cause he had to have his right thumb 
reattached after losing it in a rodeo ac- 
cident. 

While most eight-man players walk 
on at Nebraska, Jobman and Lundberg 
received NU scholarships. 

“Jt doesn’t happen a lot,” says Shane 
Thorell, Nebraska freshman/junior var- 
sity coach, but the small-town athletes 
are judged in the same manner as city 
kids. 

“The coaches have seen enough good 
players in the state to know if a guy can 
play here or not,’ Thorell says. 

The size of a player’s hometown me- 
ans little when determining whether or 
not he can play major college football. 

Daum’s hometown has a population 
of 275 residents, while Westerville (Kae- 
lin’s hometown) and Lisco are so small 
they are not incorporated. 

Fundamental abilities play a large role 
in deciding if a young man owns the 
potential to play. Individual coaching 
can improve a player’s fundamentals and 
Thorell says some eight-man programs 
have better coaches than other Il-man 
schools. 

“To say because a kid comes from 
eight-man he’s not well-coached, I don’t 
think that’s true,’ Thorell says. 

Although NU coaches know good 
players can exist in the eight-man ranks, 
the stereotype that small-town athletes 
are not as good as city players still 
reaches the young men. 


Jobman questioned, just briefly, 
whether he could play major college 
football. The thought crossed his mind, 
he says. 

Lundberg used the stereotype of 
small-town athletes as incentive. 

“Tt made me work that much harder 
to come down here,” he says. 

Wausa compiled a 2-6 mark during 
Lundberg’s senior season, but most of 
the Huskers’ eight-man players come 
from highly successful teams. 

For example, Weyers and Mehlin 
helped Humboldt win the 1988 state 
championship in Nebraska’s smallest 
class (D-2). Charles and Doug Lan- 
gemeier, an NU sophomore who plans 
to redshirt in 1989, played on Mead’s 
1987 Class D-1 title team. 

“They have a lot of confidence when 
they get here,” Thorell says. ““They’re 
used to winning.” 

They’ll need the confidence to con- 
tinue in their quest to overcome the odds 
and adversity and become varsity Big 
Red players. 

Certain transitions must be made by 
all college football players, but kids 
from eight-man backgrounds may re- 
quire additional adjustments. 

Spectators generally consider eight- 
man football to be a quick game, but 
players soon learn that things happen 
faster in college. 

“‘Eight-man is a quick game, but it’s 
like heads and tails,’ says Lundberg, 
who started at offensive tackle in the 


Steinkuhler (71) 
may be the 
most famous 
8-man player 
of all time. 


Nebraska freshmen’s first two games. 
“College is a lot quicker. Things seem 
to happen a lot faster.” 

After seeing duty at a variety of po- 
sitions in high school, eight-man play- 
ers specialize in college. 

The initial 1989 Nebraska freshman 
roster contained 67 names, a consider- 
ably higher number of players than any 
eight-man team in the state has. 

“That’s really different seeing all the 
guys on the field compared to 25 guys,” 
says Charles, who started at center in 
the freshmen’s opener against Snow 
Junior College. 

More players on the field during a 
game situation can mean an adjustment 
to an eight-man player. 

Langmeier, who played IJ-man foot- 
ball as a high school freshman and 
sophomore before Mead switched to 
eight-man, plays tight end at Nebraska 
and noticed a difference at his position 
with three more defenders to face. 

“T didn’t have to adjust to zones as 
much in eight-man. We didn’t get to 
learn how to read zones,” he says. ““We 
saw more man-to-man and it was prob- 
ably better for me to make man-to-man 
moves.” 

Lincoln’s size differs greatly from 
communities the likes of Mead, Dix, 
and Fairmont. 

Thorell says getting used to the big 
city probably represents the single lar- 
gest adjustment for eight-man players. 

“In our town, we know everybody,” 
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Charles says. ““Down here, we don’t 
know anybody.” 

Being on the football team, however, 
provides a group of students with which 
the small-town players share common 
experiences. 

“Tt makes it easier to adjust to col- 
lege,’ Charles says. 

Small-town athletes and students from 
large cities alike must overcome the 
stress of living away from home. 

“They get homesick no matter where 
they’re from,’ Thorell says. 

Eight-man players noticed one obvi- 
ous disadvantage in attending school in 
smaller communities. 

Because of financial reasons, the 
smaller schools cannot offer weightlift- 
ing facilities comparable to those at a 
big city school. 

However, eight-man players and other 
athletes from small, rural Nebraska 
schools can overcome that disadvantage 
with what Thorell calls a good work 
ethic. 
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Jobman is a rarity: an 8-man 
player who's offered a scholarship. 


“In that respect, they come here and 
know they have to work hard,” says 
Thorell, speaking about small-town ath- 
letes in general. “They end up being 
very coachable.” 

In addition to all the necessary adjust- 
ments, Jobman claims defensive players 
actually gain an advantage by playing 
eight-man football. 

Because three fewer players can stop 
an opposing offense, defenders must de- 
velop good open-field tackling skills. 

All things considered, however, an 
eight-man player shares the same 
chance of becoming a Cornhusker as an 
athlete from a larger school. 

“The bottom line is their athletic abil- 
ity,’ says Dave Gillespie, NU’s on- 
campus recruiter. 

Eight-man players, since they often 
reside in more remotes areas, can ex- 
perience difficulties in becoming no- 
ticed by college coaches. 

Nebraska sends letters to all high 
school football coaches in the state and 


FACT. Over half the airline flights in 
this country descend on just 20 airports. 
Which explains why crowds and flight 
delays can be a problem. 


FACT. Scheduling a charter flight can 
offer you over 12,000 very convenient air- 
port alternatives. 

With air charter, you can go straight from 
your car to your plane to your destination. 
You can leave or return anytime you're 
ready. And take along extra support staff or 
equipment at no additional cost. 


CHARTER. It Really Is Smarter. 


To find out more, just call... 


a ae 
SVT lif” 


ZS AVIATION, INE. 


12916 Millard Airport Plaza ® Omaha, Nebraska 68137 


(402) 895-3500 


request they recommend any player they 
condider major college material. 

Almost all schools now use video tape 
to film games and colleges can look at 
most players. 

Still, eight-man players do not receive 
the exposure of athletes in larger cities. 

“There are some players who could 
go on and play here who don’t really get 
a chance to be seen,” Jobman says. “‘I 
consider myself real fortunate. Some- 
how, somebody saw me play. Somehow, 
I got noticed.” 

Individual skills that get a high school 
player noticed matter most in practice 
sessions as well. High school back- 
grounds do not matter at all. 

After arriving at Nebraska from lo- 
cations throughout the United States, 
players do not realize the size of com- 
munities in which their teammates at- 
tended high school. 

And they don’t care. It comes down 
to who whips who on the field. 

“When you practice, it doesn’t mat- 
ter if you come from a school of 50 peo- 
ple or 5,000 or on scholarship or not,” 
Lundberg says. “You have to earn the 
respect of your teammates.” 

Once practice mates learn of eight- 
man players’ backgrounds, a little rib- 
bing may take place. 

During a “picking time,” small-town 
players might hear, “You're from Class 
D-7?’”” Langemaier says. 

But mostly, city players express an in- 
terest in the small-town game. 

“Most of them are surprised. A lot 
never heard of eight-man football until 
they got here,’ Charles says. “They 
think it’s kind of neat, weird. They can’t 
believe how you can play eight-man 
football.” 

But like an old cliche — football is 
football. 

Throw out the facts that eight-man 
players come from small towns without 
the best weightlifting facilities, play on 
smaller fields, and compete with fewer 
numbers. They can still play. 

Charles makes his goal at Nebraska 
to “‘be able to contribute and compete” 
with athletes from larger schools. 

He wants “‘to prove to guys that played 
in bigger schools that eight-man play- 
ers can play with them. 

“T think eight-man is just as tough as 
Il-man “es 
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Frankly, fitting Huskers with some of the best 
coverage, most competitive rates, and greatest 
service possible can be a tall ‘ 
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order. American Family Insurance, 
however, makes it look easy, 
because when it comes to 
customer satisfaction we're 
a giant step ahead 


If you're looking for auto, home, 
business, health or life insur- 
ance, give us a call. We'll show 
you how you can get a leg up 
on all your insurance needs. 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
x < 


‘AUTO HOME BUSINESS HEALTH LIFE ” S 


AMERICAN FAMILY MUTUAL INSURANCE ee AS ww -< 


_ 


Home Office—Madison. Wisconsin 53783 ‘\ 
pol 


2) 1989 American Fomily Mutual insurance Compan 


FREE! 10 CHANNELS 
OF SPORTS ACTION! 


With Satellite System Purchase 
Receive a full year of great sports action with 
our exciting 10-channel sports Pak when you 
purchase any Panasonic home satellite 
system. You'll receive the nation’s leading 
24-hour sports channel plus 5 superstations, 
USA Network, CBN Cable Network and 
CNN/Headline News. That's in addition to 
many nonscrambled free sports channels 


and feeds. 
ay 393: G 9 Bl oon 


Plus 
Panasonic 
“Assumes down payment 


Installation 
2%, APR interest for 48 months CRD-4500 Satellite Receiver 
SEE YOUR AUTHORIZED Panasonic Dealer 


OMAHA SATELLITE, INC. 


“Qmaha’s Most Experienced Dealer” 
(402) 896-2131 13921 ‘R’ Plaza Omaha, NE 68137 
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Huskers Illustrated 


No Ordinary Bowl Game 


enerally, coverage of the annua! 
G meeting between the Nebraska 

junior varsity and the scout team 
(made up of redshirts) 1s minimal 

In fact, rarely does media coverage of 
this event (it’s not an official game, but 
not a scrimmage either) extend beyond 
who scored and who won. 

It’s been that way for more than a de 
cade and it will probably be that way in 
coming decades 

After all, it’s sort of hard to make a 
big deal out of something called the Toi- 
let Bowl. 

But to the junior varsity players and 
the scout teamers (and even varsity play- 
ers who enjoy watching), it is a big deal 

“Sure it’s fun, but the players take it 
very seriously,’ says head freshman 
coach Shane Thorell, himself a junior 
varsity running back in the 1981 Toilet 
Bowl. “It’s become a tradition, some 
thing that everybody looks forward to” 


By Dirk Maley 


Don Bryant, Nebraska sports infor- 
mation director for the past 27 years, 
says the Toilet Bowl developed into 
something special in the last 15 years. 
Says Rryant, “It’s not uncommon for 
colleges to have a contest between red- 
shirts and junior varsity or walkon play- 
ers, and we've done that here for longer 
than I can remember. But in the middle 
‘70s the game here began to get extra 
attention, to get its own identity.” 

For the plavers, it’s a chance to show 
off their skills to all the Nebraska 
coaches, including Tom Osborne, who 
coached the redshirts against Thorell’s 
JV squad. 

This year’s game, held prior to the 
Oregon State varsity contest, went pretty 
much according to form 

As expected, the redshirts won. 

The redshirts scored 14 points on 
touchdown runs by quarterback Tom 
Haase and fullback Omar Soto 


The junior varsity managed a field 
goal, that from 43 yards by Tim Kehret, 
a walkon from Valparaiso, Ind. 

Only 14-3, the victory was nonethe- 
less a sound one, according to Thorell. 
You see, this game (like all other T- 
Bowls) didn’t even last four quarters. It’s 
Coach Osborne’s call when it comes to 
ending the game, and this year he end- 
ed it early because the varsity has en- 
dured quite a few injuries and avoiding 
more injuries was a priority. 

“Tt’s always been that way,” says 
Thorell, who is a respectable 1-2 against 
Osborne in their three head-to-head Toi- 
let Bowl clashes. Thorell was victorious 
in 1987. ‘We just play until Coach Os- 
borne feels like it’s time to stop. Then 
he blows the whistle. 

“So, I guess I’m 1-2 in Toilet Bowls, 
but stopping early always leaves room 
for argument as to who really won or 
who would have eventually won.” 


We Have A Tremendous Wing Span. 


If you like traditional men’s footwear, it’s time you sized up the Allen-Edmonds Factory Store. We carry 


famous, slightly imperfect Allen-Edmonds seconds in sizes 5-16, AAAA-EEE. 
There's hardly a foot we can't fit. Or individual taste, with our broad choice 
of exquisite styles: wing tips, classic plain toe oxfords, penny loafers, formals, 
walking shoes, you name it. And we now stock other fine brands as well, 
all first quality, again in plenty of sizes. The Allen-Fdmonds Factory Store. 
Where our commitment to size selection is unlimited. 


ALLEN 
EDMONDS 


Factory Store 


CALL OR SEND FOR OUR NEWEST CATALOG TODAY! 


(402) 493-3500 
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The game is played in makeshift 
fashion: managers and coaches serving 
as referees. It is always well attended by 
varsity players, who hang around after 
their practice to watch and cheer on 
their young teammates. “The varsity 
players really get a kick out of it,” says 
Thorell. 

Speaking of kicks, Kehret’s field goal 
was a morale booster. 

“Tt gives me confidence that in a key 
situation, they can use me if they need 
me,” he said, keeping on eye to his fu- 
ture as a varsity Cornhusker. 

Playing in the Toilet Bowl can be a 
big plus for the JVs in their remaining 
games in 1989. That’s one of the 
primary thoughts behind the Toilet 
Bowl. Any chance to play, and especial- 
ly against good competition, is good. 

“Since we only play five junior var- 
sity games, it’s a chance to get our fresh- 
men some game-type experience,’ 
offered Thorell. ‘“We usually have two 
or three weeks between games, so our 
game with the redshirts gives our fresh- 
men a chance to gain more game ex- 
perience and to continue their 
development. 

“Plus, it gives us some very good 
competition before we have to play a 
very good team. This year’s experience 
was especially important because it 
came just before the Air Force game.” 

Zeke Cisco, a safety for the Nebras- 
ka freshmen, enjoyed his first Toilet 
Bowl. 

“You get a good idea after playing our 


redshirts of just where you’re at,’ | 


offered Cisco, a walkon from Monroe, 
Mich. “And you get a good idea of 
where you need to be next year. It real- 
ly goes to show that hard work really 
can pay off. A year through this pro- 
gram can really do wonders for a 
player.” 

And having an opportunity to butt 
heads with bigger, stronger and faster 
football players like the redshirts is a 
great learning tool for Cisco and others 
on the junior varsity team. 

Really, the Toilet Bow] is a pretty spe- 
cial thing, if you stop and think about it. 

It’s not nearly as bad as the name 
might imply. 

For the up-and-coming players in the 
Big Red program, in fact, it’s quite a Su- 
per Bowl. 


} ETIAK'S 


e CARPET * LINOLEUM e WALLPAPER e PAINT 
15th & Davenport Downtown Omaha 
VISA and MasterCard Welcome 
342-5604 


Snyder Makes 
Funny Looking 
Things. 


ee 

Things with bends and curves and odd 
angles — like the military fuel cell and the siphon 
valve shown here. We custom mold them from 
polyethylene in our state-of-the-art rotational 
molding facility in Lincoln. 

Customers send us their manufacturing 
nightmares, and we turn them into parts that are 
lighter, more durable and less expensive than 
parts made by other processes. 


We also make some pretty ordinary looking 
things — including storage tanks and refuse 
containers. And, we do it all in Nebraska. 


ATi] SNYDER 
INDUSTRIES, INC. 


Professionals in Plastics for over 30 Years. 
P.O. Box 4583 « Lincoln, Nebraska 68504 
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LUCK. 


Don’t depend on it 
when it comes to protecting 
your pets and livestock. 


For the most reliable animal care, see your 
veterinarian. By training and experience, 
he is best qualified to protect your animals 
against sickness and disease, 


Helping in this important work is 
Norden Laboratories. From our Lin- 
coln headquarters, we have been 
supplying the nation’s veterinarians - 
with quality biologicals and phar- 
maceuticals for more than 60 years. 
Many of our products are veterinar- 
ians’ number one choice for con- 
trolling common animal diseases. 
Norden’s rabies vaccines and ca- 
nine heartworm tablets, for exam- 
ple, are used by more veterinari- 
ans than any competitive products 
manufactured for the same di- 
seases, 


Other Norden products are for use 
in food-producing animals. ‘Scour- 
Guard 3’ and ‘Life-Guard’ are used 
extensively in cattle country for 
controlling neonatal scours, a chief 
cause of calf mortality. In the swine 
belt, ‘PR-Vac’ is recognized as the 
most effective vaccine for immuniz- 
ing pigs against pseudorabies, a 
costly disease of the central ner- 
vous and respiratory system. 


These and other fine Norden prod- 
ucts are available through your 
veterinarian. Contact him for the 
game plan best suited to ensur 

ing your animals’ health and pro 
ductivity. 


NORDEN 


LABORATORIES 


Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 U.S.A. 
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HUSKERS REVIEWED 


Nebraska vs. Kansas State 


Double Whammy 


WITH BOTH ITS OFFENSE AND DEFENSE CLICKING, 
NEBRASKA WAS DEVASTATING IN ITS LEAGUE OPENER. 


INCOLN, Neb. — The Black 
Ds shared the spotlight with 

their offensive teammates Saturday 
afternoon. 


The Cornhusker defenders performed 
admirably for the third consecutive 


By Rod Henkel 


game — limiting Kansas State to only 
2.3 yards-per-play — but the offense 
returned to its traditionally explosive 
self. 

NU rolled up 723 total yards and 33 
first downs to demolish the Wildcats 


Gdowski 


58-7 before 76,265 fans in a soggy 
Memorial Stadium. 

Several aspects of Nebraska’s offense 
reappeared in Lincoln’s drizzly con- 
ditions. 

All-America candidate Doug Glaser 
returned to his starting offensive tackle 
spot for the first time since breaking his 
right big toe in the opener against 
Northern Illinois. 

I-back Ken Clark, held to 59 yards on 
20 carries by Oregon State a week earli- 
er, regained the form that has him now 
sitting fourth on NU’s career rushing 
chart after a 166-yard performance ver- 
sus KSU. 

The Huskers struck with big plays 
against a gambling Wildcat defense af- 
ter failing to do so often enough for NU 
coach Tom Osborne versus Oregon 
State. 

“We always try to make big plays,” 
Osborne said. “Some games we just 
don’t make them. We did have some big 
plays today.” 

Nebraska ran 26 plays during the Big 
Eight Conference clash that gained 10 
yards or more, including six of its nine 
touchdowns. 

Seven Cornhusker ball carriers — 
quarterbacks Gerry Gdowski, Mickey 
Joseph, and Mike Grant, and running 
backs Clark, Leodis Flowers, Bryan 
Carpenter, and Terry Rodgers — reeled 
off runs of 12 yards or longer. 

Flowers exploded for a 67-yard score 
on his first carry with 7:02 remaining 
in the second period to record NU’s lon- 
gest run of the 1989 season. 

““We knew we could play better than 
we did last week,” said Gdowski, who 
accounted for 193 yards of total offense. 
“We didn’t want to get stopped today. 
For the most part, I don’t think we did.” 

NU scored on eight of its first 12 pos- 
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sessions, with all but one scoring drive 
lasting seven or fewer plays. 
Nebraska failed to score on its initial 
drive when KSU’s Marcus Miller inter- 
cepted a Gdowski pass after a Wildcat 
defender hit the Husker quarterback’s 


SCORING SUMMARY > 


Huskers Reviewed 
oe 


arm. 
Mike Stigge punted twice for NU in 
the opening half and intermission end- 
ed another Cornhusker drive. 
Kansas State really never stopped the 
Big Red machine until third-, fourth- 


Nebraska 58, Kansas State 7 


Sccgedaacinssaabes Oe OF > FOP 7, 
deeajeyeaseencoves 14 24 23 0 —58 


KGISGIS:! "‘SICMOS isisicicisvecses sectersssievscvesdes 
NOI OSKG svcissasctstesaeresa vender vicerevatees 

Neb — Clark 2 run (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Carpenter 34 run (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Gdowski 415 run (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Flowers 67 run (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Bostick 41 pass from Gdowski (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Clark 5 run (Barrios kick). 

KSU — Jackson 6 run (Kruger kick). 

Neb — Carpenter 29 pass from Joseph (Barrios kick). 

Neb — Safety Jackson fumbled in end zone. 
Neb — Bostick 16 pass from Grant (Barrios kick). 


Attendance: 76,265 


Carpenter 
caught the first 
fullback TD pass 
since 1983. 


and fifth-string players entered the 
contest. 

Despite not scoring in the fourth peri- 
od, NU recorded its fourth-best offen- 
sive performance since 1962. The 
Cornhuskers’ 542 net rushing yards rank 
ninth on the single-game chart. 

“We came out and really blew them 
off the line the whole game,” Glaser 
said. 

The 295-pound senior offensive tackle 
made an impressive return sooner than 
was originally anticipated after his 
injury. 

Talk of a possible redshirt season for 
Glaser surfaced following the Northern 
Illinois game, but the two-time letter- 
man kept an open mind. The Oklaho- 
ma State game October 21 was also 
considered as a possible return date. 

“Tt came out for the better, I think,” 
said Glaser, who visibly limped during 
pregame workouts and out to midfield 
for the meeting of team captains. 

“Tt was in the back of my mind,” he 
said. “After we went out for the coin 
toss, I forgot about it. The first couple 
of plays it was stiff. Then it loosened 
up and it didn’t hurt at all.” 

In the absence of All-America center 
Jake Young, who suffered a hip flexor 
versus Oregon State, Glaser represent- 
ed the most experience on the Husker 
offensive line. 

He showed his health on NU’s second 
play when he blocked 25 yards down- 
field on Clark’s 30-yard run. 

Clark knew the big guy had returned 
to the lineup because of the wide, gap- 
ing holes on the right side. 

“On one play, he drove this guy clear 
out of the stadium,” Clark said. 

In Glaser’s three-week absence, Erik 
Wiegert and Steve Engstrom got con- 
siderable time at tackle. Guard John 
Roschal’s injury pushed Bill Bobbora 
into a starting assignment for the fourth 
week and David Edeal started for Young 
Saturday. 

“‘We’ve developed depth on the offen- 
sive line,’ Glaser said. 

Clark, Gdowski, Carpenter & Co. 
took advantage of the offensive line play 
to post Nebraska’s most impressive 
numbers since the Scoring Explosion of 
1983. 

Gdowski rushed for 81 yards and 
completed four of six passes for 112 
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MID-CONTINENT BOTTLERS 


709 N. 108 St. 
Omaha, NE 
402-498-0440 


yards. 

Flowers finished with 77 yards on 
four carries, while Carpenter, Rodgers, 
Joseph, and Grant netted 57, 51, 43, and 
28 yards, respectively. 

On three pass receptions each, 
Richard Bell gained 71 yards and Jon 
Bostick added 77. 

Only offensive totals against New 
Mexico State in 1982 (883 yards), 
Colorado in 1978 (799), and Minnesota 
in 1983 (790) exceeded Saturday’s 
Nebraska effort. 

Clark, who scored on a 2-yard run in 
the first quarter and a 5-yard burst in 
the third stanza, pushed his career rush- 
ing total to 2,464 yards and passed Rick 
Berns and Roger Craig on the all-time 
list. 

The Omaha Bryan graduate altered 
his running style to notch his 10th career 
100-yard game and fourth of the current 
season. 

He used a hard-running effort like he 
had in the final six regular-season 
games in 1988, when he netted 1,069 
yards. 

“The fifth game of the season, it’s 
time for me to start peaking,’ Clark 
said. “I got the best of a lot of people 
today.” 

Osborne said his star I-back “‘just 
went out and splattered some people. 
That’s the way he’s got to play football.” 

Carpenter and Bostick matched Clark 
with two touchdowns apiece. 

On a read option, Carpenter raced 31 
yards virtually untouched to the end 
zone to give NU a 14-0 lead after one 
period. 

The senior fullback caught a 29-yard 
touchdown pass from Joseph in the third 
quarter than extended Nebraska’s mar- 


2201 Riverside 
Norfolk, NE 
402-371-9347 


Bostick caught the third TD pass 
of his brief career. 


gin to 49-7. 

After catching the pass in the left flat, 
Carpenter followed blocks by Morgan 
Gregory, Mark Dowse, Will Shields, 
and Wiegert to score the first receiving 
touchdown for a fullback since Turner 
Gill connected with Tom Rathman on a 
TD pass in the third quarter of the 1983 
UCLA game. 

“Tt was kind of nice to get a pass,” 
said Carpenter, who had not caught a 
pass since the 1988 season. “‘I was ex- 
cited when they called the play.” 

Bostick, a sophomore who ended a 
possible redshirt season against Oregon 
State, turned his second career recep- 
tion into his second touchdown when 
Gdowski found the Bellevue, Wash., na- 
tive on a 41-yard TD late in the second 
quarter. 


4801 Superior St. 
Lincoln, NE 
402-464-3163 


Grant and Bostick connected on a 
16-yard scoring strike as the third peri- 
od ended to complete the scoring. 

Saturday marked the first time since 
the 1982 New Mexico State game that 
three NU players threw touchdown pass- 
es in a single contest. Gill, Nate Mas- 
on, and Bruce Mathieson tossed scoring 
strikes in that game. 

“T think the coaches and the team have 
confidence in all three of them,” said 
Bostick, referring to the three current 
Nebraska quarterbacks. 

The Black Shirts also presented ad- 
ditional evidence that they deserve their 
teammates’ confidence. 

By allowing only 16 ground yards to 
Kansas State, Nebraska’s rushing defen- 
sive totals stand at 38 yards for the past 
three games. 

NU’s secondary, and not the rushing 
defenders, received the biggest test, 
however. Wildcat quarterbacks com- 
bined to attempt 45 passes, with Carl 
Straw accounting for all 14 completions. 

KSU gained 137 yards through the air, 
but the Huskers were credited with three 
sacks, 10 pass breakups, and seven quar- 
terback hurries. 

“The pass defense is coming together 
as a whole,” said NU sophomore cor- 
nerback Tyrone Legette. ‘““We’ve got 
some guys down the depth chart who 
are quality players who come in and take 
over.” 

Legette and other second-team mem- 
bers were in the contest when Kansas 
State threatened to score following a 
44-yard, Michael Smith punt return to 
the NU 34. 

The Columbia, S.C., native outbattled 
KSU receiver Frank Hernandez to in- 

continued on page 21 
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TEAMWORK AND SUCCESS SINCE 1895. 


Our team of professionals has been 
sharing the winning tradition of Nebraska for 
94 years. You can count on our support to 
continue that tradition of successful 


financial planning. 


Security Mutual Life Salutes the 


No More Mister Tip-Toe 


ebraska I-back Ken Clark decided 
Saturday was time to begin peaking 

for the Big Eight season. 
The senior from Omaha quit what he 
labeled tip-toe running and went to what 


NU coach Tom Osborne called splatter- 
ing people. 

“T always start off being a finesse run- 
ner,” Clark said. “I got the best of a lot 
of people today.” 


Clark ran for 
the 10th 
100-yard 

game of his 

career. 
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He shredded Kansas State’s defense 
for 166 yards on 22 carries Saturday to 
increase his season total to 623, a 124.6 
yards-per-game average. 

Clark began his 10th career 100-yard 
day with a 30-yard gain around left end 
and completed it on a 7-yard gain with 
more than five minutes remaining in the 
third quarter. 

His fourth 100-yard performance of 
the season followed a 59-yard effort 
against Oregon State. 

“T think I’m starting to come around 
now,” said Clark, who gained 481 yards 
through six games in 1988 before ex- 
ploding for 1,016 yards in the final six 
regular-season games. 

“T think I’m over the hump. The fifth 
game of the season, it’s time for me to 
start peaking.” 

In addition to his initial 30-yard scam- 
per, Clark rumbled for gains of 12, 13, 
13, 14, and 10 before retiring for the day. 

His performance prompted questions 
pertaining to the Heisman Trophy dur- 
ing postgame interviews. 

“T wouldn’t say I’m out of it,” he said. 
“T still have to go out and play every 
week.” 

Clark passed Roger Craig and Rick 
Berns on the career Nebraska rushing 
chart. With 2,464 career yards, Clark 
currently ranks fourth behind Mike 
Rozier (4,780), I.M. Hipp (2,814), and 
Keith Jones (2,488). 

“Td like to be on top, but Mike put 
up a lot of yards,” Clark said. “If I can 
pass everybody else, Ill be happy.’ 


_ Huskers Reviewed 


continued from page 19 
tercept the pass at the 3 midway through 
the second period. 

“That was one of the plays we worked 
on in practice — the post-corner,”’ 
Legette said. “He threw it right at the 
spot. I just had to go up and get the ball. 
It’s great.” 

Paul Brungardt twice sacked KSU 
quarterbacks and Kenny Walker batted 
away two Wildcat passes. 

Pat Tyrance led all Black Shirts with 
five total tackles, while Jon Crippen had 
four. 

Despite the fact Kansas State count- 
ed its first touchdown against Nebraska 
since 1984, “the defense played awful- 
ly well again,’ Osborne said. 

The quarterback hurries, sacks, and 
other rushes constantly punished Straw. 

“IT think he was hurting,” said NU 
freshman linebacker Travis Hill, who 
sacked Straw for a 10-yard loss. “We 
just went out there and had fun.” 

The fifth victory of the season meant 
fun for practically every Cornhusker 
who saw action against the Wildcats. 

And that was 99 Huskers. 


Clark was 
primed for a 
midseason 
surge. 


Total 
First Downs Rushing Passing Offense Punting Fumbles Pen. _ Third 
Game Score Tot Ru-Pa-Pn Att-Yds-TD Att-Com-int-Yds-TD Att-Yds No-Avg No-Lost No-Yds Downs T-of-P 


24 19-5-0 47-470-4 13-8-1-102-2 60-557 = 2-42.5 5-4 5-40 1-6 24:41 
1 7-3-1 50-162-2 13-5-1-44-0 63-174 10-381 = 1-0 7-57 5-18; + 35:19. 


23 21-2-0 59-442-5 8-3-1-27-0 67-459 =: 3-37.3 2-1 7-60 2-9 31:23 
25 8-13-4 31-105-0 44-26-3-297-4 75-402 3-490 2-0 11-70 6-15 28:37 
22 12-8-2 55-295-5 19-13-0-235-1 74-530 3-430 5-1 9-94 9-16 31:40 
10 5-3-2 34-58-0 27-8-3-61-0 61-163 10-378 1-0 12-78 6-17 28:20 
@NEBRASKA............0005 35 = -21.—«*16-4-1 55-313-3 17-6-0-119-2 72-397 7-381 4-0 8-68 9-17 29:57 
Oregon State.............. 7 ~~ 16 3-12-1 27-(36)-1 41-19-2-264-0 68-228 6-44.2 5-1 6-44 7-15 30:03 
@NEBRASKA.............6. 33 27-6-0 75-575-5 12-8-1-181-3 87723 3-363 6-3 779 10-15 36:34 
Kansas State 10 3-5-2 22-61-1 45-14-1-137-0 67-153 10-39.6 2-2 979 2-17 23:26 
NEBRASKA.. 
@Missouri.........ceeeeeeeee 
NEBRASKA.........:0:000000+ 
@Oklahoma St............... 
@NEBRASKA..........0:000006 
lowa State.... 


NEBRASKA. ...........:0005+ 
@Colorado.......cccccceceeees 


@NEBRASKA.............:000 
ORMAROMM ARs csevteveccccxces 
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_ WEEKLY WINNERS — 


Washington Wins Again 


SCOUT TEAM VS. KANSAS STATE 

As the Huskers settle into the familiar 
surroundings of the Big Eight Confer- 
ence portion of their schedule, junior 
offensive lineman Brent Pick may final- 
ly be settling into a position of his own. 

A native of Wayne, Neb., Pick origi- 
nally walked on at Nebraska as a tight 
end prospect and played there on the 
1988 junior varsity team. But out of 
need, the 6-4, 240-pound Pick has been 
moved to the offensive line, and accord- 
ing to Nebraska assistant coach Jack 
Pierce, “has played everywhere this 
season. 

“‘He’s done everything we’ve asked of 
him,” Pierce says of this week’s Offen- 
sive Scout Team honoree. “Brent is a 
great kid with a super attitde, and he’s 
needed that because he’s moved around 
a lot this year because we've had so 
many injuries. He’s been playing right 
tackle for us lately and is showing some 
good things.” 

According to Pierce, Pick’s move 
from his former receiver position has 
helped the transition to the line. 

“Brent moves real well and has good 
feet. We demand a lot of blocking out 
of our receivers here so that’s something 
that he’s been working on for a while, 
and he’s done a good job of it.” 

Another player who made a position 
change from the receiving corps is 
senior strong safety Jim Dobesh. A 
little-used wingback on the 5-0 junior 
varsity team in 1985, Dobesh made the 
switch to the defensive backfield where 
he has added depth and experience to 
the secondary, experience that Nebras- 
ka scout coach Dan Young said has been 
valuable in preparation for the Kansas 
State Wildcats. 

““He’s a good hitter and plays hard,” 
Young said. “He knows the coverages 
and he knows the system well. Jim has 
been a very dependable player, and he 
knows his role and always gives a good 
effort.” 

According to Young, the Wildcats play 
mainly basic coverages that he said the 
product of Brainard East Butler has a 
good deal of experience working with. 

“He knows what the offensive play- 
ers need to do and makes them work 
hard, and he usually comes up with a 
lot of interceptions.” 
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RECEIVER BLOCKING VS. KAN- 
SAS STATE 

It hasn’t taken long for William 
Washington to establish himself as a top 
collegiate player. The redshirt freshman 
from Tyler, Tx., was listed as one of the 
Huskers’ most promising players head- 
ing into the 1989 season. Now, midway 
through the campaign, he has fulfilled 
that promise and more and has also be- 
come the first Husker receiver to earn 
Blocker of the Week honors for the se- 
cond time. 

According to receivers coach Ron 
Brown, Washington edged out senior 
split end Morgan Gregory, also a previ- 
ous winner, to get the nod for his efforts 
in Nebraska’s 58-7 win over Kansas 
State in the Big Eight conference 
opener. But Brown also had praise for 
his entire unit. 

“We played really well,” he said. *‘I 
was so pleased with their unselfishness. 
We had some pretty nice pass comple- 
tions but I also thought we played very 
aggressively and unselfishly. To me, 
playing aggressively downfield signifies 
intensity. It’s a big measuring stick of 
how well we went downfield going af- 
ter people and doing the little things that 
people don’t normally see.” 

Washington earned 27 points Satur- 
day, 20 of which came at the point of 
attack which Brown said required a lit- 
tle extra effort in making. 

“He came off the ball well,” Brown 
said, ““There were times when the out- 
side linebacker was 5 or 6 yards off the 
ball. William had to explode to get that 
initial blocking position. Kansas State 
didn’t do anything fancy in terms of the 
complexity of its defense, and William 
really owned the guy on top of him off 
the ball.” 

While Washington was drawing rave 
reviews for his play in the trenches, 
Gregory was impressive with his down- 
field play. 

“Morgan, to my knowledge, hasn’t 
been beaten on a stalk block all year,” 
Brown said. “That’s a slow developing 
block that he has to maintain for a long 
period of time and that’s pretty tough to 
do, but he’s really been connecting on 
those.” 

In addition to Gregory, several other 
players merit honorable metion accord- 


ing to Brown because of the way they 
were able to perform in their given role 
from the opening to the closing minutes 
of what turned out to be a blowout. 

“We got a great effort from a num- 
ber of people,’ Brown said. “(Wing- 
back) Kelly Prater came in and, even 
though he doesn’t get many reps, he 
really makes things happen. Pound for 
pound, inch for inch, he’s one of the 
toughest players we have. 

“I was also pleased with the way 
Mark Dowse was able to fill in for Nate 
Turner. He made a key block, along 
with Morgan Gregory on Bryan Car- 
penter’s touchdown catch. Tyrone 
Hughes got some good playing time and 
showed some things we’ve known he’s 
capable of doing. So, overall, I was very 
pleased with the way we played as a 
team.” 


BLOCKING STATS VS. KANSAS 
STATE 

Point of attack: Washington 20, Krat- 
zenstein Il, Bell 8, Leise 7, Gregory 5, 
Dowse 5, Bahe 4, Bostick 3, Hughes 3, 
D’Alesio 2, Prater 2, Pleasant 1, Bobolz 
l. 

Extra Efforts: Gregory 5, Kratzen- 
stein 4, Pleasant 4, Bostick 3, Leise 3, 
Bahe 2, Washington 2, Makell 2, Dowse 
2, Garrett 1, D’Alesio 1, Hughes 1, Bell 
l 


Knockdowns: Kratzenstein 6, Bell 5, 
Prater 4, Washington 2, Bahe 2, Dowse 
1, Bostick 1, Gregory 1, Hughes 1, 
Pleasant 1, Makell 1. 

Stones: Bostick 1, Prater 1. 

Blazers: Kratzenstein 3, Washington 
3, Gregory 2, Dowse 2, Bell 2. 


KANSAS STATE TOTALS 
Tight ends: Washington 27, Kratzen- 
stein 24, Leise 10, D’Alesio 3, Garrett 2. 
Split ends: Gregory 13, Bahe 8, 
Bostick 8, Pleasant 6, Makell 3. 
Wingbacks: Bell 16, Dowse 10, Prater 
7, Hughes 5, Bobolz 1. 


SEASON LEADERS 

Tight ends: Washington 109, Krat- 
zenstein 103, Garrett 29. 

Split ends: Bahe 58, Gregory 57, 
Bostick 17. 

Wingbacks: Bell 66, Turner 53, 
Dowse 25. 


NOTES & QUOTES 
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Kansas State coach Bill Snyder: ‘‘We 
got whipped every way you can get 
whipped. I think the same way now that 
I did coming in here — Nebraska's a 
tremendous football team, a great pro- 
gram with tremendously fine athletes 
and coaches. 

“We have to get this behind us. It’s 
a bad dream, a nightmare. But we still 
need to know why it happened. We’re 
not a good enough team to beat Nebras- 
ka. I don’t think our players or coaches 
thought we could come up here and 
win.” 

Saturday represented the 50th con- 
secutive game in which Nebraska has 
been ranked in the Associated Press top 
10. The Huskers were rated fourth last 
week. 

Nebraska leads the series with Kan- 
sas State, 62-10-2, and has now won 21 
in a row since a 12-0 homecoming loss 
in 1968. That loss is NU’s only shutout 
loss at home during the Bob Devaney- 
Tom Osborne era. 

Besides a huge total-yardage margin, 
Nebraska owned several other key 
statistical advantages. 

The Huskers retained possession of 
the football for 36:34, compared to 
23:26 for KSU. NU successfully con- 
verted 10 of 15 third-down plays. 
Nebraska had gained 444 yards by hal- 
ftime while building a 35-0 lead. 

Ten different members of the Nebras- 
ka defense — Pat Engelbert, Kenny 
Walker, Jeff Mills, Mike Croel, John 
Reece, Tahaun Lewis, Reggie Cooper, 
Marvin Sanders, Joe Spitzenberger and 
Freeman White — . recorded pass 
breakups. 

Nebraska ended Kansas State’s win- 
ning streak at one game. The Wildcats 
ended their 16-game losing streak and 
30-game winless skid a week earlier 
with a 20-17 win against North Texas 
State, Division I-AA’s top-ranked team. 

On the cover: Senior Cornhusker 
quarterback Gerry Gdowski of Free- 
mont, Neb., has had an outstanding sea- 
son through the midpoint of 1989. Cover 
photo by John Bills, using a 400 mm/2.8 
Canon lens with a Canon F-1 body. This 
shot was taken at f/5.6 at 1/1,000th of a 
second, using Kodak Ektar 125 print 
film. Custom printing of all Nebraska 
1989 football game action is provided 
by Photo Factory of Lincoln. @ 
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the Lord.” 

.. Bob Hope 
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Reloading the Tank 


THE RETURN OF DOUG GLASER IGNITED 
NEBRASKA'S OFFENSIVE EXPLOSION AGAINST K-STATE. 


W elcome back, Doug Glaser. 

As much as. anything, 
perhaps, that was the theme of Nebras- 
ka’s 58-7 victory over Kansas State. 

Glaser, who was sidelined by a broken 
big toe in the season opener against 
Northern Illinois, returned to the lineup 
and played as if he’d never been gone. 
That was apparent to Cornhusker offen- 
sive line coach Milt Tenopir after the se- 
cond play from scrimmage, 

I-back Ken Clark took a pitchout and 
gained 30 yards around left end, with 
the aid of a devastating block by Glaser. 
the right tackle 

After seeing Glaser hustle across the 
field to clear the way for Clark. “I knew 
he was pumped up and ready to come 
back,” Tenopir said later 

Immediately after the injury, it ap- 
peared Glaser, a 6-7, 295-pound senior 
co-captain and preseason All-American 
from Balch Springs, Texas, might be 
forced to redshirt. 

Glaser never thought that would be 
necessary. But even he didn’t expect to 
return as quickly as he did 

He took a “wait and see’ attitude 

“T was hoping I'd get in for a few plays 
at Missouri,’ Glaser said of the Corn- 
huskers’ upcoming game 

Tom Punt, Nebraska’s starting left 
tackle, wasn’t surprised that Glaser 
could come back before then. 

“Doug worked harder (at his rehabili- 
tation) than anybody I’ve ever seen,” 
said Punt, noting that Glaser was run- 
ning stadium steps to get back into shape 
nearly two weeks before anyone expect- 
ed him to, 

Glaser returned to practice on Tues 
day but had to leave early because of the 
pain. By the end of the week, however. 
he was finishing practices 

He iced it ‘‘ahout three times a day” 
and soaked it in epsam salts 

“The doctors gave me the OK Tt was 
all up to me,” said Glaser, who was told 
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he'd have to put up with pain if, and 
when, he did play. 

Tenopir’s biggest concern was that 
Glaser might run the risk of reinjuring 
the toe by driving off of it, 

Otherwise, there was no reason to 
hold him out of the Kansas State game. 

“I’m sure it hurts him, but Doug’s the 
kind of guy who can play with some 
hurt,” Tenopir said. 

Glaser said he was a little apprehen- 
sive prior to the game, during warm- 
ups, because “‘it felt like it was starting 
to stiffen up.” 

But “when IT went out for the coin 
toss, | got excited.”’ And after the first 
play from scrimmage, “‘T was feeling all 
right.” 

Fxactly what Glaser’s return meant to 
his teammates couldn't be measured 
statistically, But the Cornhuskers rolled 
up 723 yards of total offense, including 
542 on the ground, their best on hoth 
counts this season. 

“Tt helps the other offensive linemen 
just knowing Glaser is there,’ accord- 
ing to Tenopir. “He makes a difference. 
He's as good (an offensive tackle) as 
anvhody we've had since I’ve been 
here.’ Tenopir said. 

“We've got kids who can do the phys- 
ical things he can do but he’s such a 
heady player. The whole attitude of the 
line was better, just knowing that big 
Doug was hack.” 

Senior Rill Bobhora, who starts at 
right guard alongside Glaser. confirmed 
Tenopir’s observation. 

“T think everyhady (in the offensive 
line) was a lot more confident.’ said 
Robhora ‘Dong 1s such a solid plaver, 
you don’t have to worry 

“Half the time when vou don’t have 
the hest hlack in the world 
through and help von out.” 


he'll come 


(Glaser has the instinets as well as the 
physical ability, to cover up tor missed 
blocking assignments 


“T'm just glad he’s back,” said Bob- 
bora, another Texan from Amarillo. 

So was Punt, who echoed Bobhora 
Because of Glaser’s considerable 
presence on the right side of the line, 
“a lot of players were more confident 
today,” Punt said. “The way he does 
things seems so smooth. I can’t figure 
out how he does it. But you lank and 
he’s knocking guys down, like a tank 
The rest of us try to copy him. We're 
really glad to have him hack.” 

Despite Glaser’s return, Nebraska's 
offensive line wasn’t at full strength 
against Kansas State, All-American 
center Jake Young sat out the game he- 
cause of a hip flexor. 

Actually. Young had to be held out of 
the game. “Jake didn’t want to (sit out). 
Tenopir said. “He was suited up, and 
T had a hard time telling him no. But it 
was the right thing for Jake and the right 
thing for the team.” 

David Edeal, a 6-2, 285-pound junior 
from Loomis, Neb., started in Young’s 
place. The start was Fdeal’s first as a 
Cornhusker and he responded well, ac- 
cording to Tenopir. 

Fdeal “‘did a gaod job.” Tenopir said 
“He’s an intelligent kid, a strong kid. 
and he’s alternated with the first team 
all year. Dave can do a good job, That 
wasn’t a shock.” 

Edeal, a walkon, was awarded a 
scholarship this season. 

The offensive line’s performance 
against Kansas State was the best of the 
season, according to Punt. 

“We had a great day, no mental mis- 
takes. just a good overall performance,” 
he said 

Bobbora had a similar assessment. “I 
think we're kind of getting our stuff 
together,” he said. ‘We were flowing 
better. It's a neat feeling. We played 
good. solid foothall. Fveryhody was so 
relaxed ont there We'll keep getting bet- 
ter. once we get everyone hack.” 


Young wasn't the only one on the first 
two offensive lines to miss the Kansas 
State game. Senior John Roschal, the 
second-team right guard, missed the 
game because of an ankle injury. 

For the first time in his career, he 
watched the action with his wife, Lori, 
from beneath the South Stadium stands. 

He’s expected hack for Missouri. 

Nebraska’s offense is only as good as 
its line, and the injuries have been a 
mixed blessing on that count. Young 
players like Edeal and tackle Frik Wie- 
gert, who stepped in for Glaser, have 
had a chance to develop. 

“We've played a lot of different kids 
(in the line), Tenopir said. 

Jim Wanek has been the starting left 
guard, with freshman Will Shields as a 
backup. Steve Engstrom, Terry Eyman 
and Rrian Boerhoom have given 
Nebraska quality depth at tackle. 

In five games, the Cornhuskers have 
started five different offensive line com- 
The cohesion that comes 
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from one group of interior linemen play- 
ing together week in and week out might 
not be there yet. 

“But the individual efforts have been 
exceptional,’ Tenopir said. 

“T've been happy with them. And 
we've got some depth we didn’t have.” 

Nebraska’s offensive line has per- 
formed well in four of five games, ac- 
cording to Punt. The lone exception was 
the Oregon State game. 

“You really don’t want to see all the 
injuries, but we’ve gotten experience 
that’s really going to help us down the 
road,’ said Punt, who's gone about his 
business this season with a quiet deter- 
mination that seems characteristic of the 
entire offensive line. 

Nebraska’s offensive line was aggres- 
sive and hustled to make the blocks that 
produced big gains like Clark’s 30-yard 
run. 

Clark, who finished with 166 rushing 
yards and two touchdowns, was as hap- 
py as anyone to see No. 70 back in the 
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line. “I’m sure Glaser was in there be- 
cause we had some running lanes to- 
day,” said Clark. 

“T saw one play where he drove a guy 
out of the stadium almost.” 

Tenopir is one of four Cornhusker 
coaches assigned to the pressbox dur- 
ing games. And like most coaches, he 
rarely comments on a player’s perfor- 
mance until he’s evaluated films. 

But Tenopir had an instant assessment 
of the line play against Kansas State. 

“Effort. Effort. I just thought it was 
good,” Tenopir said. 

“T could see that from up above.” 

He could see the linemen hustle 
downfield to make blocks. 

“They get tired, but they like it,” he 
said. “It gives them a chance to block 
guys smaller than they are.” 

In the case of Glaser, that’s just about 
everyone. His teammates agreed. It was 
good having him back. 

The player known as ‘“‘Tank” gave 
them a big boost. Literally. 
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STATISTICS 


SSS SF = 
GAME BY GAME PASSING STATISTICS 
NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Dunlap, QB 0-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0-0 = DNP 5 0-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0-0 
Gdowski, QB 8-6-1-83-1 6-3-0-27-0  15-10-0-180-1  14-5-0-110-1 6 -4-1-112-1 49-28-2-512-4 
Grant, @B DNP DNP 3-2-0-34-0 1-1-0-9-1 —4-3-0-40-1__ 8-6-0-83-2 
Haase, QB DNP DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0-0 
Joseph, QB 5-2-0-19-1 DNP 1-1-0-21-0 2-0-0-0-0 2-1-0-29-1 10-4-0-69-2 
McCant, QB 0-0-0-0-0 1-0-1-0-0 DNP DNP DNP 1-0-1-0-0 
LEGEND: Attempts-Completions-Interceptions-Yardage-TD 
GAME BY GAME RUSHING STATISTICS 
NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Baldwin, IB DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP = 0-0-0-0 
Bell, WB 2-39-0-33 4-38-0-18 —1-0-0-0 5-82-0-48 4-18-0-7 7 16-177-0-48 
Bobolz, WB DNP DNP ONP 0-0-0-0 = 
Carpenter, FB s2-11-0-11 §-102-1-29  5-21-0-7 2-10-1-8 6-57-1-31 20-201-3-31 
Clark, 1B 14-168-0-47  — 22-130-1-22  18-100-2-16 — 20-59-1-6 22-166-2-30 96-623-5-47 
Devall, WB DNP DNP DNP DNP : 
Dowse, WB 1-10-1-10 DNP 2-10-1-7 0-0-0-0 2-12-0-9 5-32-2-10 
Dunlap, QB 1-(4)-0-0 11-041 DNP 0-0-0-0 2-(20)-0-(10) __4-(23)-0-1 
Flowers, IB 11-65-2-14 5-21-0-15 8-46-2-37 3-20-0-12 4-77-1-67 31-229-5-67 
Gdowski, QB 5-74-0-36 15-98-3-19 _7-36-0-20 12-47-1-16 10-81-1-23 49-336-5-36 
Grant, QB DNP DNP 4-32-0-16 3-28-0-21 4-28-0-12 11-88-0-21 
Haase, QB DNP DNP DNP 1-2-0-2 1-2-0-2 
Hughes, WB 1-(1)-0-0 1-(2)-0-(2)  0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 2-(3)-0-(2) 
Johnk, FB 0-0-0-0 1-6-0-6 0-0-0-0 2-6-0-4 3-12-0-6 
Joseph, QB 5-14-0-17_ DNP 1-0-0-0 3-32-0-15 5-43-0-16 14-84-0-17 
Kleidosty, FB DNP DNP DNP DNP 
McCant, QB 1-53-0-53 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP DNP 1-53-0-53 
McDuffy, IB 1-1-0-1 0-0-0-0 5-18-0-7 0-0-0-0 3-15-0-7 4-16-0-7 
Prater, WB 0-0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0- 0-0-0-0 
Rodgers, IB INJ INJ INJ 4-5-0-9 8-51-0-15 12-56-0-15 
Schmidt, FB 1-4-0-4 3-10-0-5 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 2-6-0-6 6-20-0-6 
Soto, FB DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 
Turner, WB 2-21-0-14 3-34-0-23 -3-26-0-14 0-0-0-0 INJ 8-81-0-23 
L. White, IB DNP DNP 3-(5)-0-8 ONP 3-(5)-0-8 
LEGEND: Attempts-Yardage-TD-Long 
GAME BY GAME RECEIVING STATISTICS 
NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Bahe, SE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Baumert, SE 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 
Bell, WB 1-7-0-7 1-2-0-2 5-121-1-34 1-16-0-16 3-71-0-42 11-217-1-42 
Bobolz, WB DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Bostick, SE DONP DNP DNP 1-60-1-60 3-77-2-41 4-137-3-60 
D'Alesio, TE DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Devall, WB DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0-0 
Dowse, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-9-1-9 0-0-0-0 1-9-1-9 
Garrett, TE 1-12-1-12 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-11-0-11 0-0-0-0 2-23-1-12 
Gregory, SE 3-41-0-12 2-25-0-17 —-1-5-0-5 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 6-71-0-29 
Hughes, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-4-0-4 1-4-0-4 
Kratzenstein, TE —_ 2-39-1-28 0-0-0-0 2-20-0-12 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 4-59-1-28 
Langemeier, TE DNP DNP DNP DNP 
Leise, TE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Liska, TE DNP DNP DNP DNP 
McCoy, SE DNP DNP DNP DNP 
Parrella, TE DNP DNP DNP DNP 
Prater, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Turner, WB 1-3-0-3 0-0-0-0 5-89-0-26 1-9-0-9 INJ 9-101-0-26 
Washington, TE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
L. White, IB DNP DNP 0-0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0-0 
LEGEND: Catches-Yardage-TD-Longest 
GAME BY GAME DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA.STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
E. Anderson, CB DNP DNP ONP 0-0-0; 0-0 
L. Anderson, DT _2-0-2; 0-0 ONP 1-1-2; 1-8 2-0-2; 217 0-0-0; 0-0 5-1-6; 3-25 
Brown, DT 2-0-2; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 
Brungardt, DT 0-0-0; 0-0 3-0-3; 1-1 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 2-11 5-0-5; 3-12 
Byrd, FS 0-1-1; 0-0 3-1-4; 0-0 3-0-3; 0-0 3-0-3; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 10-2-12; 0-0 
Caliendo, LB 1-3-4; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 2-7 0-0-0; 0-0 3-3-6; 2-7 
Camp, LB DNP DNP DNP DNP 
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GAME BY GAME DEFENSIVE STATISTICS, cont. 
NO. ILLINOIS UTAH 


MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI 


OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 

Carmer, FS ONP DNP DNP DNP : 
Cooper, SS 4-1-5; 2-5 8-2-10; 1-2 1-1-2; 0-0 4-0-4; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 18-4-22; 3-7 
Cotton, SS 2-0-2; 1-18 2-1-3; 0-0 0-2-2; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 5-3-8; 1-18 
Crippen, CB 0-0-0; 0-0 4-0-4; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 3-4-4; 0-0 7-1-8; 0-0 
Croel, LB 2-1-3; 2-9 3-1-4; 0-0 5-1-6; 2-6 6-2-8; 2-15 0-1-1; 0-0 7 16-6-22; 6-30 
Duin, SS DNP ONP DNP DNP DONP 
Edgren, NG DNP 0-1-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP > 
Engelbert, NG 2-2-4; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 4-2-6; 2-18 2-0-2; 0-0 9-4-13; 218 
Gott, CB DNP DNP DNP DNP 
Hagge, LB 2-1-3; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 
Hicks, CB DNP DNP DONP 3-0-3; 0-0 = 3-0-3; 0-0 
Hill, LB 5-0-5; 2-6 2-0-2; 1-3 1-0-1; 0-0 2-0-2; 1-10 2-0-2; 1-10 12-0-12; 5-29 
Jobman, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-2-2; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-3-4; 0-0 
Krantz, LB ONP DNP DNP DNP 
Kurtz, LB 1-0-1;0-0  DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 3-0-3; 0-0 
Legette, CB 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 
T.lewis,CB 1-0-1; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 Z = 12-2-14; 0-0 
Miller, OT DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 
Mills, LB 2-1-3; 0-0 2-0-2; 1-1 4-1-5; 2-11 2-0-2; 1-5 0-0-0; 0-0 = 10-2-12; 4-17 
Mohnsen, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 
Monarrez, NG DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 
Murray, NG 2-1-3; 1-4 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 1-2 5-1-6; 1-6 
Olson, FS 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP = DNP__—_—siD/P 0-0-0; 0-0 _ 1-0-1; 0-0 
Petko, LB 5-1-6; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 12-3-15; 0-0 
Pickens, CB 2-0-2; 0-0 5-1-6; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 = 10-3-13; 0-0 
Reece, DB 2-1-3; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 1-7 1-0-1; 0-0 5-1-6; 1-7 
Sanders, FS 3-1-4; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 9-2-11; 0-0 
Sims, DT 3-1-4; 1-2 3-0-3; 1-12 2-0-2; 1-7 0-1-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 B-2-10; 2-14 
Spitzenberger, LB DNP DNP DNP 1-0-1; 1-9 1-0-1; 1-9 
Svehla, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 0-1-1; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 
Thomas, FS 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 ONP 1-0-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 3-0-3; 0-0 
Tyrance, LB 7-3-10; 1-4 6-3-9; 0-0 4-1-5; 1-2 4-3-7; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 25-11-36; 2-6 
Valladao, DT 2-1-3; 0-0 2-1-3; 1-5 DNP 0-1-1; 1-10 1-0-1; 0-0 5-3-8; 2-15 
Walker, OT 1-1-2; 1-2 1-0-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 1-7 0-0-0; 0-0 3-1-4; 2-9 
Wells, DT 1-0-1; 0-0 3-0-3; 3-21 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 5-0-5; 3-21 
Wendland, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 
D. White, LB 2-0-2; 0-0 4-2-6; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 1-1-2; 0-0 8-3-11; 0-0 
F. White, SS 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 3-0-3; 0-0 5-0-5; 0-0 
Zacharals, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 

Legend: Unassisted Tackles-Assisted Tackles-Total Tackles; Tackles for Loss-Yardage Lost 
NEBRASKA GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS 
OFFENSE NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. __ KANSAS ST. MISSOURI __ OKLA, STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA 
SE Gregory Gregory Gregory Gregory Gregory 
ur Punt Punt Punt Punt Punt = 
LG Wanek Wanek Wanek Wanek Wanek 
c Young Young Young Young Edeal 
RG Roschal Bobbora Bobbora Bobbora Bobbora 
RT Glaser Wiegert Engstrom Wiegert Glaser 
TE Kratzenstein Kratzenstein Kratzenstein Kratzenstein _Kratzenstein 
QB Gdowski Gdowski Gdowski Gdowski Gdowski 
FB Carpenter Carpenter Carpenter Carpenter Carpenter 
1B Clark Clark Clark Clark Clark 
we Bell Bell Bell Bell Bell 
DEFENSE NO.ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA 
OLB Mills Mills Mills Mills Mills 
Tt Sims Sims Sims Sims Sims 
NG Murray Murray Murray Murray Murray 
AT Wells Wells Wells L. Anderson —_ Wells 
OLB Croel Croel Croel Croel Croel 
SLB Jobman Petko Petko Petko Petko 
WLB Tyrance Tyrance Tyrance Tyrance Tyrance 
LCB Pickens Pickens Pickens Pickens Pickens 
RCB Lewis Lewis Lewis Lewis Lewis 
ss Cooper Cooper Cooper Cooper Cooper 
FS Sanders Sanders Sanders Sanders Sanders 


Please note that statistics for the most recent game are compiled in the press box. However, changes may be made throughout 


the season to reflect official coaches’ evaluations after grading film. 
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Brad Fuqua, Grand Island In- 
dependent, Grand Island, Neb.: 
‘Nebraska has traditionally had 
problems with the Missouri Tigers and 
playing at Columbia this year won't help 
the Cornhuskers. 

“Last year, Missouri had a down sea- 
son but still managed to push Nebraska 
to the limit in a 26-18 loss. Nebraska 
fans were upset with that performance 
but the Missouri bunch can be tough. 
That will be the same story on Saturday. 

“Nebraska is coming off a win over 
Kansas State and should improve to 2-0 
in the Big Eight. There’s always the 
chance that the Huskers will blow the 
Tigers away but this game shouldn’t be 
that way. The Tigers, under new head 
coach Bob Stull, will claw and bite at 
the Huskers until Nebraska makes mis- 
takes. Gerry Gdowski could be feeling 
the heat from backups Mike Grant and 
Mickey Joseph. It'll be interesting to see 
how things develop at that position. 
Nebraska is the better team and will win 
the game but it will be the closest one 
of the season. Nebraska 31, Missouri 
21” 

Chuck Green, Daily Nebraskan, 
Lincoln, Neb.: “Nebraska's game with 
Missouri is always pretty tough. Mis- 
souri has played some good teams this 
season. The scores don’t indicate it, but 
the Tigers played well against Indiana, 
Miami (Fla.) and Arizona State. Mis- 
souri is a lot better team than the scores 


Shearer 
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PREDICTIONS 


of those games indicate. 

“Nebraska has struggled a little 
through its first few games and playing 
in Columbia won't help the Huskers. 
Nebraska should win this game 38-24, 
but it will probably be closer than the 
score indicates. If Nebraska comes out 
of this game without many injuries, they 
will do great until the Colorado game.” 

Jeff Shearer, KDUH-TV, Scotts- 
bluff, Neb.: “After last week's thrash- 
ing of Kansas State, it gets just a little 
more difficult for the undefeated 
Huskers. The Tigers, in Columbia, 
could give Nebraska a battle for about 
a quarter before the Huskers’ superior 
talent and depth will take over. I'll say 
the Huskers will prevail 49-14. The 
Huskers will return to Lincoln a perfect 
6-0, but they will also return as a team 
yet untested. It’s hard not to look ahead 
to November 4 in Boulder when the 
Huskers can earn the Rig Fight title with 
a victory over the vastly improved 
Buffaloes.” 

Jon Ryan, Columbus Daily Tele- 
gram, Columbus, Neb.: “With the ex- 
ception of its season-opener against 
Texas Christian, Missouri has played a 
schedule of real winners this season (In- 
diana, Miami (Fla.), Arizona State and 
Colorado). The bad news for the Tigers 
is that it doesn’t get any rosier this week 
as the Big Red of NU comes to 
Columbia. 

“The Tigers still have a ways to go he- 


Martinez 


Tough Tigers Won't Be 
nough Against Huskers 


fore they can prove that they belong in 
the middle of the Big Fight standings. 
This game won't help their start. The 
Huskers play the Tigers the week after 
the Colorado-Missouri game and the 
Huskers have something to prove to the 
Big Eight coaches, including Stull who 
said he really likes how the Buffs look. 
The Huskers will try to black out those 
remarks this week. The good news for 
the Tigers is that they play hapless Kan- 
sas State next week, a team that they 
might be able to beat. Pl go with 
Nebraska 38, Missouri 10.” 

John Martinez, North Platte Tele- 
graph, North Platte, Neb.: “Through 
the years, Missouri has always been one 
of Nebraska's toughest opponents, at 
home or on the road. Look for some 
more of the same this year. 

“The Huskers have struggled on 
offense, at times, this season and may 
not be able to handle the Tigers’ blitz- 
ing defense. Nebraska’s young but fast- 
improving defense has shouldered the 
load thus far and may have to do it 
again. However, the Huskers are due to 
put together another complete game like 
they did at Minnesota. How about 
making it Nebraska 38, Missouri 13.” 

Mike Fuehrer, Norfolk Daily News, 
Norfolk, Neb.: “With five victories un- 
der its belt, Nebraska faces its most 
difficult task yet. Missouri and Nebras- 
ka have always played hard-fought foot- 
ball games against each other. This 


Ryan 


Stanton 


game should be no different. 

“Look for Missouri to present 
Nebraska with some challenges that it 
has not seen so far, but Nebraska will 
win 28-20. This will definitely be 
Nebraska’s toughest challenge of the 
young season.” 

Huskers Illustrated: “Aside from the 
Nebraska-OU game, no other Big Eight 
rivalry has compared during the Os- 
borne era to the Husker-Tiger series. 

“As the Huskers head to Columbia, 
they must be ready to face the same kind 
of defense that they survived in last 
year’s close call to the Tigers in Lincoln. 
Mizzou knows it probably won’t win this 
game, but it will do everything in its 
power to make it interesting. 

“The key to this game is the Husker 
passing attack. If Gdowski can get off 
some quick passes in the face of a blitz, 
it could open the gate for Nebraska. If 
not, this game could be tight. We’ll say 
Nebraska 42, Missouri 17.” 

Roger Stanton, Football News, 
Detroit, Mich.: ‘Missouri is struggling 
for respect so far. They’re just not a very 
good team. The Tigers have given 
Nebraska fits over the years, but it’s not 
in the cards this time. Nebraska should 
win by at least three touchdowns. 

“It’s difficult predicting Nebraska be- 
cause they haven’t played many tough 
opponents. It’s plain to see that Nebras- 
ka, Oklahoma and Colorado are the best 
in the Big Eight. But you don’t need 
much analysis for this game. I just can’t 
see Missouri playing well. Nebraska 
will be able to go home by halftime. 


” City 


93-8790 


“Scarlet satin quilt-lined jacket, S-XXL $64.95 
“White nylon quilt-lined jacket, S-XXL 59.95 
"Scarlet nylon quilt-lined jacket, S-XXL 59.95 
Scarlet cap (specify lettering style) 9.95 
Scarlet long sleeve button front jersey 
with white panel, S-XL 29.95 
Scarlet fleece shorts with pockets, M-XL 19.95 
Scarlet mesh football jersey, S-MorL-XL 24.95 
Scarlet or white sportshirt, S-XXL 19.95 
Scarlet or white crew-neck sweatshirts, S-XL 18.95 
White two button long sleeve fleece shirt 
with collar, M-XL 29.95 
Scarlet or white sweat pant, S-XL 
(not shown) 18.95 
Hooded white or scarlet sweatshirt lettered 
Nebraska with Herbie design, S-XL 19.95 
Youth football set (jersey, pant, helmet, 
shoulder pads) 29.95 


"Specify lettering on front or back of jackets. Licensed 
products by Dodger, Bike, Swingster, DeLong, and 
Designer Award. 


Enclose payment or C.0.D. 
QUAN] =| ITEM 


| 
|| FREIGHT 5%o TAX _ 
{| Orders Under $30 - 3.00 FREIGHT 
Orders Over $30 - 5.00 TOTAL 


Name 
Address 


State Zip 


Mail to: DeCosta Sporting Goods 
8534 ‘‘L’’ Street 
Omaha, NE 68127 
(402) 331-6771 


SPORTING GOODS 


8534 “L’ St. ¢ Omaha, NE 68127 ¢ (402) 331-6771 in NE (800) 642-1249 
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SCOUTING REPORT 
SS 


Missouri Tigers 


The biggest controversy during spring 
football at Missouri centered on the 
quarterback position. Bob Stull, the 
Tigers’ new head coach, started there, 
evaluating five players, including two 
newcomers and three incumbents. 

Stull’s pro-style offense depends on a 
consistent quarterback, one who 
“doesn’t have to win the game. He just 
can’t go out and lose it,’ Stull says. 

Kent Kiefer, a transfer from Arizona 
State by way of Phoenix Junior College, 
emerged as Stull’s No. | choice. 

The 6-1, 195-pound Kiefer is the most 
athletic of Missouri’s quarterbacks and 
seems best suited to direct Stull’s pass- 
oriented offense. 

Kiefer established a national prep 
record by completing 66.3 percent of his 
passes during his career at McClintock 
High in Tempe, Ariz. 

He spent two years at Arizona State 
before transferring to Phoenix Junior 
College, where he passed for some 
1,300 yards before breaking a thumb in 
the fifth game of the season. 

Stull came to Missouri from Texas- 
El Paso, where he had a 21-15 record 
over three seasons, directing the Miners 
to their first bowl in 20 years and a 10-3 
record in 1988. Stull’s success in El Paso 
depended on the forward pass. 

His three teams attempted an average 
of more than 30 passes a game. 

Stull has incorporated that offensive 
philosophy at Missouri. The problem is, 
the Tigers weren't consistently success- 
ful in non-conference play, opening with 
a victory over TCU before dropping 
three straight. 

In each loss, Missouri had difficulty 
crossing its opponent’s goal line. 

Kiefer’s favorite receivers have includ- 
ed 6-4, 245-pound junior tight end Tim 
Bruton, regarded as one of the best at 
his position in the Big Eight Conference, 
if not the country. 

Even though the Tigers ran a run- 
oriented Flexbone offense last season, 
Bruton caught 26 passes for 447 yards 
and three touchdowns. He already was 
halfway to that reception total just four 
games into this season. 

Eight of his receptions came in the 


DB Adrian Jones 


opening-game victory over TCU. 

Missouri’s other top receivers include 
Damon Mays, a transfer from Glendale 
(Ariz.) Community College, and Lin- 
zy Collins, a freshman from St. Louis. 

Fullback Tommie Stowers and tail- 
back Jim White also are used as pass 
receivers as well as ball carriers. 

Stowers, a 6-3, 255-pound senior 
from Kansas City, Mo., is regarded as 
one of the best fullbacks in the Big 
Eight. 

Stull strengthened his running attack 
by moving freshman Ronnell Kayhill 
from wide receiver to tailback in the 
fourth game of the season against Ari- 
zona State. Kayhill, 5-9 and 178, 
responded with 54 yards on 16 carries. 

Andy Lock, a 6-3, 275-pound tackle, 
is one of three senior starters in the 
Tigers’ interior offensive line. 

Defensively, Missouri's key perform- 
ers are cornerback Adrian Jones, tack- 
le Lee Johnson and inside linebacker 
Darren MacDonald, all seniors. 

Jones is a nominee for the Jim Thorpe 
Award as the nation’s top defensive 
back. He earned All-America honora- 
ble mention last season, intercepting six 
passes despite playing the first six games 
with a cumbersome cast on a broken left 
hand. He’s started every game since he’s 
been at Missouri. 

The 6-1, 275-pound Johnson was 
second-team all-conference last season, 


while MacDonald led the Tigers in tack- 
les for the second consecutive year. 

Strengths: The play of Jones in the 
secondary, and the blocking and pass 
receiving of Bruton. 

Weaknesses: An inconsistent offense, 
which has been unable to rush the ball, 
and a defense that’s yielded considera- 
ble yardage, even in victory. Texas 
Christian gained 487 yards against the 
Tigers and still lost. 

Key matchup: Once again, Nebras- 
ka’s secondary figures to be tested. 

Statistically: MacDonald is closing 
in on Missouri’s career tackle record. 
Jones breaks the school career record 
every time he intercepts a pass. And 
Stowers continues to move up in Mis- 
souri’s top 10 in career rushing. 

Players to Watch: Jones, Bruton, 
Stowers, MacDonald and Kiefer. 

Last Week: Missouri lost to Colora- 
do 49-3. 

Next Week: The Tigers play Kansas 
State in Manhattan. @ 


Nebraska vs. Missouri 


When: Saturday, Oct. 14, 1:30 
p.m. 

Where: Faurot Field, Columbia, 
Mo. 

Media coverage: Live broadcast 
on the Nebraska Football Network. 
Pay per view television in 
Nebraska. 

Tiger facts: Coach — Bob Stull, 
43, is in his first season with the 
Tigers, coming from Texas-El 
Paso. In five years as a head 
coach, three at UTEP and two at 
Massachusetts, Stull’s record was 
31-27-0. School Colors — Black 
and Old Gold. Nickname — 
Tigers. Enrollment — 23,434. 
Conference — Big Eight. Basic 
Offense — Pro-set. Basic Defense 
— Multiple 3-4. 

The Series: Nebraska leads the 
Tigers 47-32-3. The Cornhuskers 
have won 10 games in a row 
against Missouri, the longest 
streak of the series. 


30 October 14, 1989 


COACHES’ EVALUATION 


Consistency Counts 


Coach Tom Osborne: “I thought we 
played pretty well today. It really went 
a little easier than I thought it would. 
I thought Kansas State had played well 
defensively the past couple of weeks, es- 
pecially last week, so I was pleased we 
were able to move the ball with a fair 
amount of consistency on them. 

“We had more turnovers today, but we 
played well until late in the game when 
most of those turnovers occurred. 

““We haven’t had many games where 
we’ve had a lot of breathing room until 
the fourth quarter, so this was a good 
opportunity to get a lot of guys the 
chance to play. 

“We got to play most everybody who 
suited up who’s not redshirting. That’s 
always good for morale. 

““Gdowski really played well today. I 
thought we'd have as tough a time as we 
did against Oregon State moving the 
ball. 

“T thought their quarterback showed 
a lot of courage. He took a pretty good 
pounding and he hung in there pretty 
well. 

“I’m very sorry about all the injuries 
Kansas State had. We certainly don’t 
want them to be crippled up for the rest 
of the year. 

“We did throw the ball deep some to- 
day early. We thought we had the op- 
portunity to do that. We did have some 
big plays. 

“There were some big plays against 
their blitz. They hurt us a couple of 
times when we didn’t pick it up. 

“What Kenny (Clark) did today was 
run hard. He ran through some tackles. 
We thought he did a real good job.” 

Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride: “Early in the game, Kansas 
State did a good job of pass blocking. 
When we got hurt today was when we 
blitzed. Once was a touchdown. They 
hit that up the middle, but no lineback- 
er was there because he was blitzing. 

“‘We probably blitzed less today than 
we did last week. It seemed like every 
time we did, they did a good job. One 
time they read the blitz well and beat 
us man-to-man. 

“We dropped a couple of balls I 
thought we should have caught. We 


dropped probably four interceptions. I 
was a little disappointed with that. 

“They were looking around after a 
while. We got better pressure as the 
game went along. We wore them down 
and they got a few holding calls late in 
the game. 

“T thought our younger players played 
a lot better today. I was pleased with our 


CORNHUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 


SE 19 Morgan Gregory 
81 Chip Bahe 
78 Tom Punt 
76 Brian Boerboom 
66 Jim Wanek 
74 Will Shields 


5-1 
5 
6 
6 
6 
6 
68 Jake Young 6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


1 190 sr. 
9 170 sr. 
8 285 jr. 
7 285 so. 
1 255 jr 
2 245 fr. 
4 270 sr. 
58 David Edeal 2 
69 Bill Bobbora 3 
64 John Roschal 3 
Doug Glaser 7 
Erik Wiegert 4 
Monte Kratzenstein 6-3 
William Washington 6-2 245 fr. 
Gerry Gdowski 6-0 190 sr. 
Mike Grant 6-2 200 so. 
Bryan Carpenter 5-10 205 jr. 
Sam Schmidt 6-1 225 sr. 
Ken Clark 5-10 200 sr. 
Leodis Flowers 5-11 200 so. 
Richard Bell 6-0 205 sr. 
Nate Turner 6-2 220 so. 
44 Gregg Barrios 5-8 180 jr. 


DEFENSE 
OLB 42 Jeff Mills 
93 Travis Hill 
LT 56 Joe Sims 
Paul Brungardt 
Mike Murray 
Pat Engelbert 
Kent Wells 
LeAndre Anderson 
Mike Croel 
David White 
Mike Petko 
Randall Jobman 
Pat Tyrance 
Chris Caliendo 
Bruce Pickens 
Jon Crippen 
RCB 5 Tahaun Lewis 
Tyrone Legette 
SS___17 Reggie Cooper 
24 Curtis Cotton 
FS 26 Marvin Sanders 
8 Tyrone Byrd 
P= 47: Mike Stigge 


285 jr. 
265 sr. 
280 sr. 
295 sr. 
270 so. 
230 sr. 


6-4 235 sr. 
6-2 230 fr. 
6-3 285 jr. 
6-7 265 jr. 
5-10 240 sr. 
245 so. 
280 sr. 
245 jr. 
225 jr. 
225 fr. 
225 so. 
235 sr. 
240 jr. 
-2 240 sr. 
5-11 190 jr. 
5-10 170 jr. 
5-11 175 jr. 
5-9 170 so. 
6-3 205 jr. 
6-1 195 so. 
5-11 190 sr. 
5-11 170 fr. 
6-1 190 fr. 


NG 


younger defensive line. They got some 
pressure on the quarterback and got a 
couple of sacks. That’s encouraging. 

“That punt (when Richard Bell fum- 
bled and KSU recovered) hurt us prob- 
ably the most. They had a mix up in the 
call between them. Overall, except for 
that punt return, I was pretty pleased 
with how we played today. 

“We're trying to get (freshman free 
safety) John (Reece) in there more. He 
looks like he has a chance to make a 
move.” 


TIGER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 
WR 4 Linzy Collins 
83 Byron Chamberlain 
76 Don Wright 
78 Rick Trumbull 
51] Pete Scott 
77 Miles Leisman 
50 Brad Funk 
67 Jim Russo 
63 Jay Greenwood 
69 Jon Watkins 
64 Andy Lock 
68 Ken Christensen 
89 Tim Bruton 
86 Larry Linthacum 
7 Kent Kiefer 
9 John Stollenwerck 
31 Tommie Stowers 
32 Smiley Elmore 
39 Jim White 
40 Michael Jones 
6 Damon Mays 
1 Skip Leach 
29 Dan Baker 


DEFENSE 
LT 75 Kevin White 
95 Gene Snisky 
NG 97 Mario Johnson 
65 Chris Russell 
RT 98 Lee Johnson 
99 Rob Harper 
OLB 92 Stacy Elliott 
45 Greg Dumas 
ILB 55 Darren MacDonald 
34 Travis Condict 
ILB 43 Tom Reiner 
58 Andy Titone 
OLB 47 Mike Ringgenberg 
38 Brian Reeves 
2 Adrian Jones 
23 Maurice Benson 
14 Ted LePage 
21 Harry Colon 
8 Leon Fisher 
12 Charles Murphy 
22 Cordell McKinney 
36 Otis Smith 
30 Mark Plunkett 
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5-10 197 
‘5-11 182 
6-1 204 
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Nebraska has only had one 
“Tyrone,’ in the past (Robertson in 
1961-63) but this year, in all five games, 
the Cornhuskers have counted on the 
contributions of Tyrone Hughes, Tyrone 
Byrd and Tyrone Legette. 

“They call us T-Byrd, T-Hughes and 
T-Legette,;’ Hughes said. “‘Otherwise, 
we'd all be turning our heads when 
somebody hollered ‘Tyrone’. 

“T’m glad I work out with the offense 
because both of those Tyrones work 
with the defensive backfield and they are 
always getting confused when someone 
wants Tyrone.” 

Hughes, who has played both split 
end and wingback this season, is a red- 
shirt freshman from New Orleans. 
Legette is a sophomore cornerback from 
Columbia, S.C. and Byrd, a redshirt 
freshman from Chandler, Ariz., is a 
second-string free safety. 

Legette intercepted a Kansas State 
pass at the NU 3-yard line Saturday. 

“Tt was a proud moment for me as a 


CONFIDENTIALLY 
a 


player and a representative of South 
Carolina.” Although Legette lived in 
Columbia, home of the University of 
South Carolina, he was not recruited by 
the Gamecocks. 

Byrd is the eighth leading tackler 
on the team and Hughes is the fourth 
leading punt returner. 

Jon Bostick has grabbed four passes 
for three touchdowns and 138 yards 
since un-redshirting two weeks ago. 
“My dad is going to have to come down 
and see a game because when he sees 
the phone bill he'll go crazy,’ said 
Bostick, a native of Bellevue, Wash. 
Bostick was recruited by hometown 
University of Washington, along with 
Interlake High School teammate Mike 
Lustyk. Lustyk chose the Huskies and 
Bostick the Huskers. “I can’t wait until 
we play them next year here in Lincoln,” 
Bostick said. 

Nobody was more surprised than 
Doug Glaser when it was announced he 
would start against Kansas State. The 


first prognosis after his broken toe was 
that the preseason All-American tackle 
would be back for the Oklahoma State 
or Iowa State game three weeks later. 
“Taking treatments three times a day 
and a lot of luck got me ready to get 
back there,’ Glaser said. 

Nebraska guard John Roschal, 
sitting out a game with an injury, got the 
time to watch a game with his wife for 
the first time. 

Bryan Carpenter is just one of 
many top backs to come out of 
Coffeyville Junior college recently. Car- 
penter, the starting fullback for Nebras- 
ka, became the first NU fullback since 
Tom Rathman to catch a touchdown 
pass, when he scored against KSU. Car- 
penter said he is proud of his play at 
Nebraska and his background at 
Coffeyville. Other Coffeyville grads re- 
cently are Dabby Dawson, Wyoming’s 
leading rusher last year; and Stacy Si- 
ran, Alabama’s leading rusher this 
year. 
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BONANZA" package today. 
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If you would like to take advantage of this offer, 
fill out the order form below and enclose payment. ! 

This “BACK ISSUE BONANZA" package is ready : 

to be shipped immediately upon receipt of your | 

order. Quantities are limited and orders will be 
filled on a first-received, first-filled basis. \ 
Maybe you have a friend or relative who's a | 
HUSKER fanatic. If so, this is the perfect gift...An | 
exclusive collection of HUSKER HISTORY, 
unavailable from any other source, which includes _ |! 
stories on the stars before they were stars, 
statistics, the big games and countless color | 
photos which can only be found in HUSKERS 
ILLUSTRATED. Order your ‘BACK ISSUE 
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An exclusive collection of HUSKER HISTORY 
can be yours. Take advantage of our 
“BACK ISSUE BONANZA OFFER!”’ 


Normally back issues of HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED sell for $4.00 each. 
But with this offer, you can get over 30 issues in one package for a total 
cost of only $49.95. You'll receive some of the very first issues of 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED ever published, from 
1981 forward. Plus, we'll also include ‘Devaney 
and Friends,’ the book personally written by 
Devaney about his life in college football—truly a 
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BEEF DINNER FOR D065 


there be Lite. 


ALPO* announces a new creation. ALPO Lite, with all the 
real meat, great taste and complete nourishment adult dogs 
require. And 25% less calories than our regular canned 
dog food. 


Low Calories, High Interest. 


With 3 out of 5 American dogs tending toward overweight, 
the potential market for ALPO Lite is already huge. And 
with a 28% annual growth rate among low-calorie dinners, 
the future for Lite looks very bright indeed. 


Lite Food, Heavy Support. 


In the first 6 months alone, ALPO is putting a ton of media 
and promotional weight behind a fully tested advertising 
program. Between network TV, consumer magazines 
and Sunday inserts, the average consumer will be seeing 
the Lite 17 times between February and July. 

For further details, contact your ALPO broker today. 
This opportunity 


won't strike twice. Bg 1 is looking out for you. 


¢ 1987 ALPO Petfoods, Inc 


By Mike Babcock 


The Early Bird Catches 
The Big 8 Worm 


ou’ve got to get up pretty early in 
the morning to compete with the 
best basketball teams in the Big Eight. 
That’s the way Danny Nee sees it. So 
his Cornhuskers, who open practice 
with a midnight scrimmage Oct. 15, will 
be getting up early the first two weeks 
of preseason drills. The first of their 
two-a-day practices will usually begin 
at 6:30 a.m. Some days it’ll be 6:15 
a.m., depending on class schedules. 


The players will shoot a lot in the 
mornings. “We'll do offensive things, 
teach our fastbreak, our out-of-bound 
plays, our press offense. . .We want to 
play an up-tempo game, so we want to 
see what they can do,” Nee says. 

“Then in the afternoons, we'll tape 
“em up, come back and grind it out on 
defense. After a few days, we'll start 
having controlled scrimmages to see 
what they’ve learned.” 


Richardson will be one of three key seniors in 1989-90. 


The first of Nebraska’s Red-White in- 
trasquad scrimmages is set for Oct. 26 
in Grand Island. The second is sched- 
uled for Oct. 30 at Bellevue West High 
School. And the third is Nov. 5 in North 
Platte. 

The Cornhuskers also are scheduled 
to play exhibitions at the Devaney Sports 
Center — against a team from Brisbane, 
Australia, on Nov. 10, and Athletes in 
Action on Nov. 17 — before opening the 
season against the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City at the Sports 
Center on Nov. 25. 

They have much to accomplish before 
then. To that end, the two weeks of two- 
a-day practices will be like boot camp, 
according to Nee. Players will be held 
accountable for their time throughout 
the day, planning their week out in ad- 
vance each Sunday. 

“The real successful people itemize 
their time in minutes, not hours, 
minutes,” says Nee. “So we're going to 
have the kids write down everything they 
do so they don’t get overwhelmed. Once 
we get them organized, we think we can 
effectively plan and get things done. It’s 
also going to be a discipline test to see 
what they can and can’t take.” 

Nee also expects the “‘boot camp” ex- 
perience to help him determine which 
players could benefit from redshirting. 
Nebraska has “a lot of good young play- 
ers, all eligible and all ready to go,” he 
says. “It’s a matter of finding who fits 
where, of what shoe fits in what box. 
And that’s just going to take a while.” 

Seniors Ray Richardson and Richard 
van Poelgeest and juniors Rich King and 
Clifford Scales form the nucleus of 
Nee’s fourth Nebraska team. 

Junior Beau Reid would be in that 
group, too, if it weren’t for an off-season 
knee injury, which has left his availa- 
bility for this season uncertain. The 6-8 
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forward is “coming along fine,’ Nee 
says. “He’s recovering. 

“He has a very positive outlook. We 
don’t know exactly what’s going to hap- 
pen. Only time will tell. But Beau’s 
working at it. If it’s just going to take 
hard work, desire, sacrifice and pain, 
he’s going to recover 100 percent. His 
attitude is one of a champion. He real- 
ly wants to prove he can come back and 
play.” 

Reid, who led the team in scoring last 
season by averaging 11.9 points a game, 
could be back in action by the Big Eight 
season, according to Nee. 

“T want him to take it easy and come 
back slowly so that when he comes 
back, it’s forever. That’s the important 
thing. We don’t want to bring him back 
too soon. But Beau feels he’ll be back 
(this season). And I believe him.” 

The 7-2 King will again be a key per- 
former for the Cornhuskers, who 
are coming off a 17-16 season, which in- 


1989-90 SCHEDULE 


Nov. 10 Brisbane Bullets 
Nov. 17 Athletes in Action 
Nov. 25 Missouri-Kansas City 
Nov. 27 at Miami of Ohio 
Nov. 29 at Michigan State 
Dec. 1-2 Ameritas Classic 
Dec. 5 at Northern Illinois 
Dec. 9 Texas Tech 
Dec. 11 Idaho 
Dec. 16 at Creighton 


Dec. Wagner College 
Jan. Kansas 
Jan. Sam Houston State 
Jan. 13 


Missouri 

Chicago State 

at Oklahoma State 
at Wyoming 

lowa State 

at Oklahoma 

at Colorado 
Kansas State 

at Missouri 
Oklahoma State 
at Kansas 
Oklahoma 

at lowa State 

Feb. 28 Colorado 
Mar. 5 at Kansas State 
Mar. 9-11Big Eight Tournament 
in Kansas City 


Jan. 16 
Jan. 20 
Jan. 22 
Jan. 27 
Jan. 31 
Feb. 3 
Feb. 7 
Feb. 10 
Feb. 14 
Feb. 17 
Feb. 21 
Feb. 24 
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growing business, get the 
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Guarantee Mutual Life 
Company 


Guarantee Centre, 8801 Indian Hills Drive, Omaha, NE 68114 (402) 390-7300 


Call your Guarantee Mutual Life 
agent today and make your life, 
a whole lot better! 
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cluded a trip to the National Invitation 
Tournament for the second time in three 
years. 

King received All-Big Eight honora- 
ble mention, averaging 11 points and six 
rebounds a game and setting a school 
single-season record for blocked shots 
with 50. The Omaha Burke product has 
already broken Nebraska’s career record 
for blocked shots with 70. 

King worked hard over the summer 
and has increased his weight to nearly 
250 pounds, which should make him 
more difficult to push around. ‘‘He’s 
right on track,” according to Nee. 

“He’s done the things you have to do 
to be successful. He still has to make 
another surge during the season and 
move up another level. But I’m very 
pleased with where he is. He’s growing 
up, maturing, taking responsibility. He 
has goals. You can see the whole 
process falling into place. 

“Rich isn’t there yet, but...” 

On the nights King plays to his poten- 


Husker Hoops _ 


SS 


tial, ‘‘we’re going to be very good, very 
tough,” Nee says. On the nights he’s off, 
“we’re going to have to roll up our 
sleeves and play like a bunch of wild 
dogs. He’s going to be a factor in the 
Big Eight. 

“When you get him the ball down in 


King increased 
his weight over 
the summer to 
nearly 250 
pounds. 


the box, he’s almost impossible to stop 
without fouling him.” 

Scales has prepared himself to replace 
Eric Johnson at point guard. 

““He’s committed to it (the point) now 
and he’s vastly improved. As far as 
maturing, physical strength, desire, 
motivation and wanting to do things the 


right way, Clifford gets an A-plus,” says 
Nee. “He’s a winner.” 

King and Scales, who both played 
with the Big Eight Select all-star team 
in Australia during the summer, “give 
us stability,’ Nee says. 

Van Poelgeest gives Nebraska “an en- 
forcer, a physical, really great role play- 
er,” as a starter or coming off the bench. 

Richardson gives the Cornhuskers a 
little of everything. Like van Poelgeest, 
he can start or come off the bench, the 
way he did last season as Nebraska’s 
“super’’ sixth man. “I don’t know where 
he’s going to be, but he’ll find his niche. 
He'll give us that outside scoring and 
that unselfishness,” says Nee. 

The Cornhuskers’ only other return- 
ing players are 7-0 Kelly Lively and 6-8 
Dapreis Owens, both sophomores. 

Lively “had a good summer” playing 
basketball in Omaha and has come a 
long way, according to Nee. “He’s a 
good defender. He has good timing and 
blocks a lot of shots. Kelly causes a lot 
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financial future. 
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800-742-2209 NE 
800-228-8712 USA 


Corp can help you put together a program that will meet and, in 
many cases, exceed your financial goals while working with 


Our staff of friendly, professional brokers takes the time to 

know your needs and means in a financial program. Then 
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Get a better grip on your fiscal fitness. Talk with 
Ameritas Investment Corp. Your healthy, happy 
financial future can start today. 
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of 6-6 and 6-7 guys to change their 
shots.” 

Owens, who could be a candidate to 
redshirt, apparently also worked hard 
over the summer. “It’s a maturity fac- 
tor with him,” Nee says. ‘‘He has the 
talent. It’s us helping him focus it and 
play to his potential every night, run the 
floor, rebound and make his shots. 
Dapreis is a good player. There’s no 
doubt about that. 

“We just have to get him to play ev- 
ery game the way he played against Ohio 
State.” 

Owens played his best game of the 
season against the Buckeyes in Nebras- 
ka’s second-round loss in the NIT at 
Columbus, Ohio. 

The remaining players are new. 

Chris Creswell, who sat out last sea- 
son after transferring from Cal-Irvine, 
and Keith Moody, a transfer from 
Hagerstown (Md.) Junior College, both 
figure prominently in Nee’s plans this 
season. Creswell is an excellent three- 


point shooter, something the Corn- 
huskers have lacked, and Moody is ex- 
pected to be a quality back-up to Scales 
at point guard. 

Moody, who began his college career 
as a scholarship football player at Vir- 
ginia Tech, is “very mature,” Nee says. 
“He’s adjusted well. He’s very well- 
liked by his teammates. He’s got the per- 
sonality it takes. 

“He doesn’t rub people wrong, and 
he has a lot of character.” 

Lewis Geter and Carl Hayes are eligi- 
ble after sitting out last season as fresh- 
men because of the NCAA’s Proposition 
48. “They give us a different type of ta- 
lent — mobile, slashing forwards, good 
jumpers who can score, rebound and 
play defense. I’m excited about coach- 
ing them,’ says Nee. 

Nebraska’s three freshmen — Jamie 
Cole, Bruce Chubick and Eric Piat- 
kowski — could play right away or red- 
shirt, depending on their performance 
during preseason practices. Chubick un- 
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derwent surgery on a shoulder during 
the summer, and Cole is coming off ar- 
throscopic knee surgery. 

With Chubick and Cole as with the 
rest of the team, “‘we’re going to go day- 
by-day,’ Nee says. 

And, he might add, those days are go- 
ing to start pretty early. @ 


1989-90 Roster 


Player 

Rich King 

Kelly Lively 

Richard van Poelgeest 
Dapreis Owens 

Beau Reid 

Carl Hayes 


Ray Richardson 
Lewis Geter 
Eric Piatkowski 
Bruce Chubick 
Chris Creswell 
Clifford Scales 
Jamie Cole 
Keith Moody 
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TIMES HAVE CHANGED 


There’s an evolution in the evaluation of Nebraska’s 
strongest and fastest players. 


urtis Cotton has the highest ver- 
tical jump in Nebraska football 

history. The sophomore strong 
safety was credited with a 41-inch jump 
during strength and conditioning tests 
last spring. 

Cotton jumped half an inch higher 
than the football team’s previous high, 
held by former walkon defensive end 
Kurt Broer. His jump was remarkable, 
and unquestionably the highest. 

But it wasn’t necessarily the best, 
according to Boyd Epley, 
in his 20th season as the 
Cornhuskers’ strength 
and conditioning coach. 
In Nebraska’s system of 
evaluating test results, 
Cotton’s 41-inch vertical 
jump ranks third, behind 
performances by Broer 
and former offensive 
tackle Keven Lightner, 
who holds the team 
record. 

Lightner’s highest ver- 
tical jump was 39.5 
inches. But he weighed 
280 pounds when he did 
it. Cotton weighed 195. 

When you take body 
weight into account, 
Lightner’s jump was bet- 
ter. At least according to 
Epley it was. 

That isn’t meant to 
diminish Cotton’s effort, 
though. Rather, it em- 
phasizes what an out- 
standing athlete Lightner 
was. It also illustrates a 
unique system of 
strength and condition- 
ing evaluation “exclusive 
to Nebraska,’ says 
Epley. “We really have a 
tremendous advantage 
over other schools in 
evaluating athletes.” 

The evaluation system 
was developed by Mike 


By Mike Babcock 


Arthur, an assistant strength and con- 
ditioning coach, and Dr. Chris Es- 
kridge, an associate professor in 
criminal justice at the university. It takes 
into account a football player’s weight 
as well as his performance in a particu- 
lar test. The complex formula took 10 
years to develop. 

The theory of it is, “when you look 
at times or performances alone, you 
really aren’t evaluating the athlete,” 
Epley says. Simply put, Nebraska’s 


ape 


Cotton's vertical leap was in the “incredible” range. 
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evaluation system involves assigning 
point totals to performances, similar to 
the scoring used in a decathlon. 

The points, which depend on a play- 
er’s body weight, range from 1 to 1,000, 
with totals over 500 considered “‘out- 
standing,” says Epley. 

“Anything in the 600- to 700-point 
range is incredible.” 

Lightner’s 39.5-inch vertical jump 
translated into 838 points, while Cot- 
ton’s 41-inch jump was worth 799 points. 
Former wingback Dana 
Brinson, who weighed 
in at 166 pounds on test 
day, received 717 points 
for a vertical jump of 40 
inches. He currently 
ranks fifth on the foot- 
ball team’s all-time list. 
Bill Settles, a former 
walkon defensive back 
who also had a 40-inch 
vertical jump, ranks 
fourth based on perfor- 
mance index points. 

Settles’ jump was 
worth 741 points because 
he weighed 182 pounds 
on the day he was tested. 

The index system al- 
lows for the comparison 
of test performances of 
players at different posi- 
tions and of markedly 
different size. ‘““Every- 
one can be compared to 
everyone else. I could 
compare myself to a 
player; a high school 
athlete could compete 
against his favorite 
Husker player. It doesn’t 
matter,’ Epley says. 

Brinson, for example, 
has run the second- 
fastest 40-yard dash in 
Cornhusker football his- 
tory — an electronically 
timed :04.37. But he 
doesn’t rank in the top 


five on Nebraska’s list of all-time bests 
based on the performance index points. 

On the other hand, former defensive 
tackle Neil Smith isn’t in the top five on 
the Cornhuskers’ all-time fastest list. 
But he has the second-best 40 in school 
history based on his 866 performance 
index points. Smith ran a :04.63 weigh- 
ing in at 261 pounds. 

Former I-back Keith Jones is No. 1 
on both 40-yard dash lists, having run 
a :04.33 when he weighed in at 177 
pounds in 1985. That was worth 878 per- 
formance index points, a remarkable 
total. 

Nebraska’s strength and conditioning 
test results are now evaluated by index 
points and summarized in a strength in- 
dex and performance index. The 
strength index includes test results from 
three lifts: the bench press, hang clean 
and squat. The performance index in- 
corporates the 10- and 40-yard dashes, 
the vertical jump and an agility run. 

Such testing and evaluation is a far cry 
from the system in place when Epley, 
a former Cornhusker pole vaulter, be- 
came Nebraska’s strength and condition- 
ing coach in 1969. Until then, head 
trainer Paul Schneider tested football 
players during the spring, in the 40-yard 
dash to determine speed and in the 
12-minute run to determine a players’ 
physical conditioning. 

Players weren’t tested for strength un- 
til 1973, “‘when I was given permission 
to test the entire team,” Epley says. ‘“‘At 
that time I introduced the vertical jump, 
which has become a standard test na- 
tionwide.” 

Epley was first exposed to the value 
of the vertical jump by a professor while 
he was working toward a master’s 
degree. When he began as strength and 
conditioning coach, Epley occasional- 
ly tested football players in the vertical 
jump, and over a period of time, he 
found what he considered to be a sig- 
nificant correlation between an out- 
standing performance in the vertical 
jump and athletic talent. 

Nebraska’s strength and conditioning 
program began to grow in the early 
1970s under Epley’s direction. The 
12-minute run was replaced by a mile- 
and-a-half run and then, in 1984, by a 
300-yard shuttle run. The difficulty Jeff 
Merrell, a former noseguard, had in 
meeting the standard time for his size 
in the mile-and-a-half run caused Epley 
to take a closer look at the test. 

“We determined that running a mile 
and a half didn’t really evaluate condi- 
tioning for football players, so we 


replaced it with the shuttle run, which 
is shorter, more intense and measures 
an entirely different energy system,” 
says Epley. 

The mile-and-a-half run determined 
a players’ aerobic capacity. But “‘that’s 
not what a football player uses. We ar- 
en’t trying to make 280-pound tackles 
into distance runners,” Epley says. 

In the shuttle, players run six round 
trips of 25 yards each in less than a 
minute. They’re given five minutes to 
recover and then asked to run the 
300-yard distance again. “If they’re in 
shape to play football, they’ll be able to 
recover in that five-minute period suffi- 
ciently to run a good time again,” says 
Epley. “If they’re not in shape, they 
won't be able to repeat the drills. The 
two times will be so far off that when 
we average them, the players won’t be 
able to meet the standard (for their po- 
sition).” 

The early strength testing also includ- 
ed the bench press. Team averages were 
compiled and team and position records 
were established. 

In 1977, other strength tests were in- 
cluded. . .the clean and the leg sled, on 
which former I-back Isaiah Hipp ex- 


celled. If the leg sled lifts weren’t done 


For his size, 
Sims is 

| Nebraska’s 
best ever in 
the pro 
agility run. 


properly, “‘a guy could hurt his back,” 
says Epley, who designed the hip sled 
to replace it. 

In 1978, an agility test was added. Ar- 
thur, who was Epley’s only assistant at 
the time, designed the agility test that 
was used until 1988, when the football 
testing was first conducted in the newly 
opened Cook Pavilion. Because of the 
artificial surface there, “‘we had trouble 
with our Nebraska Agility Run,” Epley 
says. So he changed to the Pro Agility 
Run used by NFL teams. 

Keith Makell, a walkon split end, 
produced Nebraska’s fastest time in the 
Pro Agility Run in 1988 — :03.86, But 
282-pound defensive tackle Joe Sims has 
the school’s all-time best agility run 
based on performance index points, 
scoring 711 for a :04.30 effort. 

Makell’s time ranks fifth based on 
performance index points. 

One of the most significant changes 
in Nebraska’s testing occurred in 1983, 
when the university engineering depart- 
ment developed an electronic timing 
device at Epley’s request. 

“We wanted to look at shorter dis- 
tances (than 40 yards), and that was 
difficult because of hand-held timing,” 
he says. The electronic timing device 
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was temperamental and cumbersome 
with all its wiring. But it was accurate. 
“Tt didn’t matter who recruited a player 
or who was holding the watch. The 
(electronic) times were exactly what the 
kid ran.” 

The electronic timing device quickly 
became more sophisticated, enabling 
Epley and his assistants to begin testing 
players in the 10-yard dash in 1985. Be- 
cause of the nature of football, players 
typically don’t run much farther than 10 
yards on a down. As a result, the 10-yard 
dash is a better test than the 40-yard 
dash, according to Epley, who asks, rhe- 
torically: “‘How many times in a game 
does an offensive lineman run 40 
yards?’ The answer is hardly ever. 

Former split end Rob Schnitzler ranks 
first on Nebraska’s all-time list for 
fastest 10-yard dash and he’s second on 
the list of best 10-yard dashes based on 
performance index points. But three of 
the top five 10-yard dashes based on the 
index points were by linemen, whose 


times weren’t fast enough to rank them 
at the top of the fastest list. 

The fans’ interest in 40-yard dash 
times might be misplaced, according to 
Epley. “They need to become more in- 
terested in the 10,” he says. “I’d say right 
now, after doing many correlations on 
the test data, the 10-yard dash is the No. 
1 predictor for us of all our tests. If a 
guy can run 10 yards fast, there’s a very 
good chance he’ll be an outstanding 
athlete.” 

In 1984, Epley and his staff began 
evaluating the strength of football play- 
ers with the seated shot put, a test de- 
vised for use in the Big Red Football 
School. The strength tests used for the 
football team ‘‘are time-consuming and 
cumbersome,” says Epley. 

The football schools attract as many 
as 300 athletes at a time, and “‘we were 
looking for a faster and safer way to 
measure strength.” 

He subsequently determined that the 
seated shot put measured upper-body 


explosiveness rather than strength. 
Epley quit using the test in 1988 because 
“we found it had little correlation to ath- 
letic ability.” 

As the tests have changed over the 
years, so have the team records, of 
course. Epley hasn’t de-emphasized 
records. He still sees value in them. 

“Breaking them really seems to be 
important to the athletes, so we feel 
they’re good motivational techniques,” 
he says. He no longer makes public 
statistical comparisons of players from 
one season to the next, however. Only 
the best marks are publicized. 

“We're not trying to put any undue 
pressure on the athletes. We use the 
records for motivation more than any- 
thing else,’ says Epley. 

The index points have helped the ath- 
letes focus their attention on something 
other than setting records. Epley real- 
ized the importance of that when form- 
er noseguard Lawrence Pete finally 

continued on page 46 


It’s 6:00 a.m. Do you know 
where your travel agent is? 


INCOLN 
IER 
 PRAVEL 


Lincoln Tour and Travel's professional travel consultants are on the job when and where you are. 
Any time from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. you ‘Il find them at your service in the Lincoln Municipal Airport. 


Our highly trained staff is ready to assist you with all your business travel needs right on the spot of your 
departure or arrival. We take care of everything, down to every last detail, saving you time and money! 
And whether your business travel plans are for 1 or 1,000, you get the same 

personal service business travelers have counted on for over 40 years. 


When your business calls for travel...call Lincoln Tour and Travel. 


Travel with Confidence. 


AIRPORT 


CALL TOLL-FREE IN NEBRASKA: 1-800-742-7334 
CALL TOLL-FREE IN THE U.S.: 1-800-228-4395 


40 October 14, 1989 


New Vision of Excellence 


10-YARD DASH 


All-Time Fastest 

1. Rob Schnitzler (1986) :01.42 
2. Keith Jones (1986) :01.45 

3. Lance Bobolz (1986) :01.48 

4. Terry Rodgers (1987) :01.49 

5. Dana Brinson (1988) :01.49 


All-Time Best (based on index points) 

1. Keith Jones (1986) :01.45, 189 pounds, 843 points 

2. Rob Schnitzler (1986) :01.42, 173 pounds, 820 points 
3. Keven Lightner (1987) :01.72, 286 pounds, 820 points 
4. Neil Smith (1987) :01.65, 261 pounds, 797 points 

5. Kent Wells (1986) :01.81, 297 pounds, 775 points 


40-YARD DASH 


All-Time Fastest 

1. Keith Jones (1985) :04.33 
2. Dana Brinson (1987) :04.37 
3. Terry Rodgers (1987) :04.38 
4. Irving Fryar (1983) :04.43 
5. Tyreese Knox (1985) :04.44 


All-Time Best (based on index points) 

1. Keith Jones (1985) :04.33, 177 pounds, 878 points 
2. Neil Smith (1987) :04.63, 261 pounds, 866 points 

3. Mark Schellen (1983) :04.51, 227 pounds, 841 points 
4. Tyreese Knox (1985) :04.44, 208 pounds, 830 points 
5. Kent Wells (1986) :04.99, 297 pounds, 818 points 


All-Time Highest 

1. Curtis Cotton (1989) 41 inches 
2. Kurt Broer (1987) 40.5 inches 

3. Chris Hale (1985) 40 inches* 

3. Bill Settles (1986) 40 inches* 

3. Dana Brinson (1987) 40 inches* 


All-Time Best (based on index points) 

1. Keven Lightner (1985) 39.5 inches, 280 pounds, 838 points 
2. Kurt Broer (1987) 40.5 inches, 218 pounds, 820 points 

3. Curtis Cotton (1989) 41 inches, 195 pounds, 799 points 

4. Bill Settles (1986) 40 inches, 182 pounds, 741 points 

5. Dana Brinson (1987) 40 inches, 166 pounds, 717 points 


PRO AGILITY RUN 


All-Time Fastest 

1. Keith Makell (1988) :03.86 
2. John Custard (1988) :03.96* 
2. Tahaun Lewis (1988) :03.96* 
2. Steve Mitchell (1989) :03.96* 
2. Mark Dowse (1989) :03.96* 


All-Time Best (based on index points) 

. Joe Sims (1989) :04.30, 282 pounds, 711 points 

. Ken Clark (1989) :03.97, 201 pounds, 696 points 

. Jim Wanek (1989) :04.20, 254 pounds, 691 points 
4. Brian Boerboom (1989) :04.35, 286 pounds, 677 points 
5. Keith Makell (1989) :03.86, 157 pounds, 672 points 


* Tie 
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RECRUITING 
[eee 
By Pat Quinn 


The Great Backs: 
Turning Losses Into TD's 


ost of the informed recruiting ad- 

dicts agree the best hunting ground 
for running backs is in Texas, Califor- 
nia and Florida, but the recruiting class 
of 1990 is likely to be an anomaly to this 
usually trusted axiom. 

We’re not hinting there is a dearth of 
schoolboy talent in Texas, but true run- 
ning backs appear in short supply, even 
though we’ve listed four or five fullback 
candidates. Of course, the latter 
category often turns up at linebacker or 
defensive end in college. But, step for- 
ward the state of Ohio, predictably a 
gold mine of linebackers, tight ends and 
linemen, with four genuine running 
back prospects to go along with the 
usual plethora of talent. 

It’s inane to single out the best high 
school running back in the nation at this 
time, but it’s possible that time might 
prove it to be either Robert Smith (Eu- 


clid), Ricky Powers (Akron Buchtel), 
Wilbert Brown (Columbus Brookhaven) 
or Casey McBeth (Fostoria), all Buck- 
eye State products. There are other via- 
ble candidates, especially from the 
bountiful list of prospects from Geor- 
gia, and toss in a Texan, or two. 
Smith was Ohio’s ‘“‘Mr. Football” as 
a junior, no small accomplishment for 
a non-senior, and is supposedly Ohio 
State’s top choice. Many think Powers, 
who was once described as “a large 
Tony Dorsett,’ is even better than 
Smith, and Brown, who is regarded as 
an impact player, would probably be 
No. | if it weren’t for Smith and Powers. 
But, maybe the most valuable com- 
modity this threesome has in common 
is that each has qualified academically 
to play in college his freshman year. 
Powers leads the group with an impres- 
sive 23 ACT score officially in the 


books. 

What do college recruiters, especial- 
ly Nebraska, look for in a running back? 
According to off-campus recruiter Jack 
Pierce, “Basically, Frank (Solich) 
knows exactly the kind of player we’re 
looking for. He will be judged on 
balance, field vision, acceleration, how 
the young man enters into contact, how 
he takes the contact and his ability to 
make something out of nothing. 

“The great athletes have these quali- 
ties, especially the ability to convert 
nothing into a gainer. Mike Rozier had 
the rare combination of these abilities 
plus excellent size. In fact, I can’t 
remember seeing a back at Nebraska 
with better field vision than Mike.” 

Of course, the prototype I-back is tall, 
swift and strong, or is this really true? 
We asked Pierce what is the most un- 
reliable data on these running backs and 
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is there renewed interest in some of the 
shorter running backs, taking into con- 
sideration what Barry Sanders (OSU) 
and Terry Metcalf (Texas) have done? 

“The most erroneous data is 40-yard 
dash time, without a doubt,’ Pierce 
snaps. “It’s not that coaches fudge on 
the timing, but there are so many differ- 
ent ways of timing the 40 and the only 
reliable measure is electronic timing 
equipment, which no high school I 
know of has. 

““You always wonder if a player was 
timed from a standing start, a down po- 
sition start or even a running start. Then 
there are other important variables, such 
as, what the kid was wearing, what kind 
of surface he ran on, and so on. 

“Plus, there’s an important difference 
in track speed and football speed, and 
this is where balance and field vision 
come into consideration.” 

About the shorter backs, he adds, 
“After what we’ve seen in the past cou- 
ple of years from guys like Sanders 
(1988 Heisman Trophy winner) and 
Metcalf (now Cleveland Browns), it 
widens the search for a running back. 
You’ve got to remember, Sanders was 
a totally unknown talent as a senior. 
You’ve got to feel there are more out 
there like him.” 

Lack of height didn’t faze our fearless 
forecasts because 14 of the 23 fast backs 
we've listed stand only 5-11 or less. Four 
are only 5-9. Whereas, at fullback, 15 
of our chosen 16 stand 6-0 or taller. 

Again, we must confess to eliminat- 
ing some names because of obvious aca- 
demic hurdles yet to be cleared. Still, 
we left a disturbingly large number of 
prospects on the list who have yet to post 
acceptable test scores. Slightly more 
than a third of the 23 fast backs have yet 
to qualify academically while only a 
fourth of the 16 fullback types haven’t 
made it yet. 

The Texas contingent, Rodrick Walker 
(Irving Nimitz) and Cory Dixon (Dal- 
las Hillcrest), was diluted somewhat 
when we were informed that Walker, 
who some say is better than any in the 
Ohio group, was grounded in the second 
game of the season with a dislocated left 
ankle. Walker had sat out the first game 
with only a minor ailment and on the 
first play of the second game he gained 
7 yards and incurred the severe 
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ankle injury. So, it'll be interesting to 
see what a serious injury and a 7-yard 
senior season will do to his recruiting 
popularity. 

Dixon is a vintage Sanders type. He’s 
only 5-10, 170 and is called ‘the best 
kept secret in the Dallas area.” He’s 
quick and elusive enough that if some 
college wanted him as a wide receiver, 
he’d still be a good catch. 


Michael Jones 6-2 210 45 
Kent Kahl 6-2 195 4.55 
John Kemp 6-0 195 46 
Byron Morris 6-2 220 46 
Jeff Savage 6-2 225 47 
Anthony Thornton 5-11 220 46 
Jonathon Walker 6-1 210 4.55 
Michael Washington 6-2 228 46 
Ryan Wood 6-1 210 45 


Running to Glory 


FAST BACKS 


PLAYER HT. WT. SPD. HOMETOWN 
Wilbert Brown 5-10 182 4.4 Columbus (Brookhaven), Ohio 
Jerome Casey 5-11 190 4.4 Sylmar, Calif. 
Parnell Clark 5-11 185 46 St. Paul (St. Agnes), Minn. 
Steve Coleman 5-9 165 44 Brundidge (Pike County), Ala. 
Cory Dixon 5-10 170 4.4 Dallas (Hillcrest), Tex. 
Keith Elias 5-9 180 4.55 Lanoka Harbor (Lacey Twp), N.J. 
Omar Ellison 6-3 210 4.4 Griffin, Ga. 
Garrison Hearst 5-11 193 4.37 Lincolnton, Ga. 
Calvin Jones 6-0 200 45 Omaha (Central), Neb. 
Brett Law 5-11 185 45 Sheridan, Ind. 
Don Marshall 6-2 180 4.4 Grand Prairie, Tex. 
Casey McBeth 5-11 205 4.65 Fostoria, Ohio 
Brent Moss 5-9 190 46 Racine Park, Wis. 
Andre Owens 5-9 175 4.4 Lanham (DuVal), Md. 
Charles Parnell 5-11 185 4.55 St. Paul (St. Agnes), Minn. 
Ricky Powers 6-0 205 4.4 Akron (Buchtel), Ohio 
Frankie Rivers 6-0 205 45 Richland (Hopkins), S.C. 
Sebastian Small 5-11 190 45 Fayetteville (Smith), N.C. 
Robert Smith 6-2 190 4.45 Euclid, Ohio 
Rodrick Walker 6-0 180 45 Irving (Nimitz), Tex. 
Earnest Williams 6-0 186 44 Aurora (Rangeview), Colo. 
Germaine Williams 6-0 215 45 Donaldson (Ascension), La. 
Derrick Witherspoon 5-11 185 4.55 Sumter, S.C. 
FULLBACKS 
Jerome Bettis 6-1 235 46 Detroit (McKenzie), Mich. 
Ed Cibik 6-1 215 47 Leechburg, Pa. 
Shane Childers 6-3 205 46 Spring Klein (Oak), Tex. 
Eric Counts 6-3 224 46 Medford (Lenape), N.J. 
Steve Hodge 6-2 210 46 Zanesville, Ohio 
Ronnie Hudson 6-2 212 46 Miramar, Fla. 
Bobby Jackson 6-3 220 46 Oklahoma City (Carl Albert), Okla. 


Reputedly, the state of Georgia has a 
bumper crop of schoolboy prospects and 
two of its brightest are running backs 
Garrison Hearst (Lincolnton) and Omar 
Ellison (Griffin). It’s hard to believe the 
40 times on either, but Hearst, who has 
already qualified academically, benches 
375 pounds and owns a 38-inch verti- 
cal leap. Ellison has fullback size which 
makes his reported 4.35 time in the 40 


Van Nuys (Montclair), Calif. 
Ft. Morgan, Colo. 

Houston (Mayde Creek), Tex. 
Cooper, Tex. 

Plano (East), Tex. 

Albany, Ga. 

Aldine (MacArthur), Tex. 
Monroe City, Mo. 

Loveland, Colo. 


hard to believe. 

If the Cornhuskers are looking for a 
local fix it could easily be Calvin Jones 
of Omaha Central. He’s got to jump on 
his grades as hard as he did Central’s 
first three opponents (he rushed for 
almost 1,000 yards!) and it doesn’t seem 
out of line to classify him as a blue-chip 
or great prospect. 

No I-formation or option oriented 
offense can operate without a good full- 
back. In fact, the Huskers along with 
Notre Dame and Oklahoma are among 
the few major colleges who truly extract 
rushing yardage from their fullbacks. 
This is a stronger selling point in 
recruiting than most realize. 

Of the five fullback hopefuls we liked 
the most, we again leaned heavily on 
their academic records as well as what 
they’ve done on the field. Bobby Jack- 
son (Oklahoma City Carl Albert) is a 
straight-A student and doubles as a team 
tackle-leading linebacker. Of course, 
OU is after him along with a lot of other 
big names. 

Jerome Bettis (Detroit McKenzie) is 
a combination fullback-linebacker, who 
has already bettered the SAT minimum. 
He’s good enough his mom hopes he 
takes Notre Dame’s offer, but some 
think Bettis favors Clemson. 

Lanky Shane Childers (Spring Klein 
Oak, Tex.) owns a 3.9 GPA, officially 
on the books with a 900 SAT and con- 
sidered the best fullback in the Houston 
area. He played last year in a high 
school district that had 11 Division I-A 
signees. His father played at Houston 
and his girl friend goes to college in the 
Los Angeles area. Guess what that does 
to the Cougars? 

Burly Eric Counts (Medford Lanape, 
N.J.) has his grades made and it doesn’t 
matter to him whether he plays fullback 
or linebacker. He played Wishbone full- 
back in high school, benches 390 and 
comes from an area that draws recruit- 
ing attention from schools nationwide. 

This is a great year for prospects in 
Colorado and Kent Kahl (Ft. Morgan) 
is one of the reasons. He, too, is a good 
student and plays running back, defen- 
sive back and wide receiver, if neces- 
sary. The encouraging thought is that 
out-of-state recruiters have frequently 
penetrated the state of Colorado with 
amazing success. 
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Was Lightner a speedster? Yes, 
and an exceptional one at that. 
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continued from page 40 
bench pressed 500 pounds. 

“There was too much emphasis on 
one lift,’ Epley says, “so we went to the 
index concept to put more focus on be- 
ing good in three or four areas rather 
than one. I think it’s worked.” 

The quality of testing and the value 
of the data have been enhanced by com- 
puters. In addition, Nebraska’s strength 
and conditioning complex has grown 
considerably, moving from the South 
Stadium to the northwest corner of the 
stadium. It’s currently being remodeled 
and expanded. When the project is com- 
plete, it'll encompass some 30,000 
square feet. 

The expanded facility ‘‘will improve 
almost every phase of our operation,” 
says Epley, whose vision and belief in 
the value of strength and conditioning 
has given Nebraska what is considered 
the nation’s best such complex. 

The new facility ‘‘should attract an 
even higher caliber of athlete, ones who 


Times Have Changed 


want to be the best,” Epley says. 

The Cornhuskers’ strength and con- 
ditioning tests always attract a certain 
amount of public attention. Not only are 
the results reported in the newspapers 
and the electronic media, but also a few 
fans find their way into the Cook Pavil- 
ion to watch the tests. 

In the future, they’ll be able to see 
players’ times in the 10- and 40-yard 
dashes instantaneously, according to 
Epley. The weekend of the Minnesota 
game, Dan Cook agreed to donate 
$25,000 for a state-of-the-art electronic 
timing system and scoreboard, which 
will be installed in Cook Pavilion. Ath- 
letes will run their 40-yard dash, and the 
system will flash their time after 10 
yards as well as 40 above the lane in 
which they’re running. 

It’s a far cry from the testirtg of 20 
years ago. Players were timed in the 
40-yard dash by coaches holding stop- 
watches, and a 10-yard dash was un- 
heard of. How times have changed. 
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